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that he posested ius aid talentn which woul rom adorned an ‘country > 
gen sing talents would have been devoted toth 


of his: r, and the good of his fellow-men, had his life been’ 
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at ‘ is ‘with great | regret to 
>, and welts have © ae one 


it a thotisand one 

the most, pots youths, 
for various amiable Gebulheticahe, 
especially . piety, joined with a 
most accurate mechanic genius 


cee 
which — 








Tahen stake 
quantal. with him, have no nee 
I. should say, .it- was. Mr; £d- 
ward Bronyfields jun... 
But to preserve his actus 
in. our public.annals, I shall 
ly eR he. Phat Beesheas 


son, of Mr, 


a sae ae was 
born in,.1723,.,entered Harvard 
college in 1738; took his firstde-. 
gree in 1742, his second in 1744, 
No. 5. Vol. IT. Bes 


os sanctified by religion; and 


Boston, Nov. 30, 1746. 


ania died at his father’s house, 

ong 4? 18), ge hhh to the deep re- 
I who knew him. 

eh, his childhood he was 

thoughtful, calm, easy, modest, 


of tender affections, dutiful to 
his, wiBeHORs, + Ale kind to all 





in, +n and - he ap 
ingenious, rant, | Curious, 
penetrating.;, especially in the 
works of, nature, in mechanical 
contrivances. and manual opera- 
tions, which increased upon his 
studying the mathematical. sci- 
ences,,a8. also in searching into 


. the. truths of divine revelation, 


id into the nature of genuine 
< ple) piety. 





His, genius first appeared in 
the. accurate . use.of his fen; 
drawing natural landscapes and 
images of men and other ani- 
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mals, &c. making vee 
ter of the 


was able to take ae 
nth of the rr lecture 


&c. in Comvef future Ne tt 


he grew in years, 


sedate, aprerathed * tie nie prt fefreali his spirits, but 


easy way of thinking, he greatly 
improved in knowledge; 2 
therewith a most comely sweet- 
ness, prudence, tenderness and 
modesty, graced all his conversa- 
tion and.improvements in the 
eyes of all about him. — 

As monuments of his extraor- 
dinary industry and ingenuity ; 
in two,or three. minutes view, 
I see he has left in his study, 
(1) Maps of the earth in its vari- 
gus projections drawn with his 
pen iM a most accurate manner, 
finer than 1 have ever seen the 
like from plates of copper. (2) 
A number of curious Dials made 
with his own hands: One of 
which is a Vriangular Gctodeci- 
mat ; having about its center 
eighteen triangular planes, with 
their hour lines and styles, stand- 
ing on a pedestal, though‘ unfin- 
ished. (3) A numberof Optical 
arid other mechanical instruments 
éf his own inventing and mak - 
ing; the designs and uses of 
which are not yet known. (4) A 
considerable humber of Manu- 
seripits, of his own writifi¢ ; con- 
taining extracts out of vafious 
authors, with his own pious med- 
itations~ and __ self-reflections ; 
though almost all in shert hand, 
with many clidracters of his own 
devising, and hard tobe decij 
ed. (5) As he was Well'skilled in 
‘Music, he for exercise and recre- 
‘atfon; with his owf#i-hanids; has 
made a most accurate. Organ, 






7 Westo ssh ' ndred pi 
hand ‘jn © re ing twelve hi 
omp 


with harmony to mix, enliven 
and *‘fegulate his vocal and de- 
rightful songs to his great Crea- 
tor, Preserver, Benefactor and 





with Boye ne hymns oF joy ent 
pt s to him. And Debi 









ing was,.that he 
few times looked into the | 
side work of two or three or- 
gans which came from Er 
(6) But what I would 
write of is, his clear know 
of the properties of © his 
vast impfovement in’ ct 
Mieroscofnes, most accurat 
grinding the finest glasses‘; 
thereby attainine to such won- 
drous Views of the inside frames 
and works of nature, as Tam apt 
to think that some of them ‘at 
least have never to mor- 
tal é¢ye before. He carried his 


art and instruments to de- 


gree, as to make a great 
ber of ‘surprising discoveries of 


the various shapes and clusters 
contained in a variety of exceed- 
ingly minute particles of vegeta- 
bles, insects, &c: as also ofthe 
yet smaller clusters which-com- 
posed the particles of those ¢lus- 
ters, &¢.—that he ‘seemed tobe 
making Haste to the sight of the 
Minima Naturalia, or the very 
















: $1 'as the rays of lig ht 
preserve go properties rs d 
could. be yisible., At another 
time, that, he saw a way.of bring- 
ing sun-beams in such.a manner 
and iy ae ping in t 
coldest ot winter, as 
it as th as | na eertte without 


agatha pi nadk oh ws 
urged him to write 
a and,.publish his 
discoveries, for the Swit ty af 
men.and glory of God: but hi 
e mosey hindered th 
sno are gone without 
cap, only, relate a 
pr so or two which once he 
wed me,,as follows. 
he first of which I remember 
was, he put. a small live louse in- 
to,his, Microscope, and project- 
ed the shade on the. wall. peseee 
By. the..beating, of . the, “collec 
ted..sun-beams on him through 
the. glass,..we presently saw his 
fluids. boiling,.and his muscur 
lar. parts excited to universal, 
violent convulsions,,.which in- 
creased, till he died in an in- 
stant... 

, The,other, yet more wonder- 
ful, I..took..down. at..the time in 
writing, viz. April, 18, 1744, as 

oliows. . He. put in, the. place 
thereof a mite of a cheese ; 3 and 
u projected. a shade 216 half 
inches ,long, ..120 half inches 
broad,...and..about.as thick. as 
bread. .1f the room had been 
$00 feet square, he could have 
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de the.s of the mite 100. 

feet in len rs. ‘He thet put 
in its p 

gutter tay ut as vil 


a- broad, and thick again as, the 


mite, and it projected a thin 


, shade, which looked like a migh- 


ty lake, wherein were swimming 
with inimitable life and swiftness 
a number o! extremely small an- 
imalcula, whose, shade was but 
half an inch long, and about pro- 
portionably broad as in the mite, 
but less in.thickness; by which 
I then, computed thus. 


The shade of the mite 
216 half inches-long 
. 120 — aber ten vere) 
25,920 sears half goclven su- 
perficies 
120 half inches Chicks 








3,110,400 cubic! half alse in 
the whole. 


By which we clearly see, that 
25,920 of those a inch ani- 
malcula could lie side by: side 
on the back of that one mite; 
and that 3,110,400 of them. to- 
gether would not make a wo 
so large as his. 

We also saw the ani 
overcome with the collected heat 
of the sun beams, and die in 
struggles ; ; before. which their 
motion was so extremely swift, 
our sight was unable to define 
their dimensions with any exact- 
ness. 

This observing young shine 
man told me, that about a fort- 
night before, or the beginning of 
April, when these a 
were so much nearer their fotal 
state, they were so small as at 
the same distance to roject a 


shade of but a tenth of an inch 
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fhilength.; by which I then com- 
puted thus. », ial : 


The shade of the mite 
108 inches, i. e. 1080 decimals of 
inches.long - 


60 inches, i. e. 600 decimals. of 


inches aera when 





648,000 nadia 
imals of inches superficies 
600 decimals of, 


inches thick 





388,800,000. decimal 
cubes in the whole. 


By this we may see, that 
648,000 of those decimal animal- 
cula could lie side by side on the 
back* of the mite ; and that 
388,800,000 of them in a heap 
together would not amount to 
the bigness of his single body. 
Yea, as the half inch animalcula, 
and consequently the decimals, 
were not half so thick in propor- 
tion as the mite, it would take up 
more than double of those cubi- 
cal numbers to equal his body. 

Marvellous are the works of 
God! Yea, they are honourable 
and glorious, as the inspired 
writer tells us; and therefore 
solight out by all those that have 
pleasure therein. 

By the observations above, es- 
pecially considering he could ea- 
sily have magnified the shade of 
the mite to above a hundred feet, 
yéa, in a manner unboundedly, 
&c. methinks I can easily con- 
ceive, how all the children of 
men from Adam, might, in their 
original stamina, be enclosed in 
thei? parental stamina; and so 
in the loins of their primitive 
ancestor be actually united to 
him, as his living members, at 
the time of the first transgres- 











wonderful Sié Tsaac Newton has 
sagaciously_premonished ;” that 





upon the improvement’ of ‘mi- 
croscopes, material’ ‘substances 
would ae oe hen 
to prevent our perfect discovery 
of them: 

These are but two or three in- 
stances of the many entertain. 
ing discoveries of this extraor- 
dinary youth, who I doubt not 
has now the discerning powers 
of angels; capable of seeing 
without instruments or  fays, 
even the finest parts of material 
substances, with all their created 
beauties and the wondrous ope- 
rations of their Maker in them ; 
and yet entertained with sublim- 
er views. As there was sticha 
conjunction of ingenuity and pi- 
ety in him as is rarely seen 
among the sons of men ; so his 
ingenuity sanctified, became an 
instrument to promote his pie- 
ty ; either to advance his knowl- 
edge and veneration of God, or 
help excite, and fit to adore, 
serve and honour him. In a 
very tender and weakly body, he 
had an indefatigable soul, was a 
wonderful redeemer of © time, 
and the above were some of his 
recreating exercises, which he 
made subservient to the glory of 
God, when he found it needful 
to divert from his intenser stu- 
dies of divine Revelation, and. 
his own conformity to his Crea- 





* The reader will consider these. 
as the philosophical , epecelationseay 


the Rey. Mr. Prince, for the c 
ness of which the editors do 
themselves responsible. re 
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tor, Sanctifier and Saviour ;-to 
the oF oa of phere 


wee 





tention 50 mucin’ the study of 
Christ, that*most admirable ‘per- 
son, above all created beings, 
and the most wondrous work of 
redemption in ‘its various 
gressive branches, from 

first original to their eternal 
consummation. And could the 
key of his ‘characters be perfect- 
ly discovered, it is hoped a ré- 
markable delineation might be al- 
so givett of his ‘experimental and 
active’ piety. 

I would on this occasion beg 
the réader’s patience for one ob- 
servation more ; viz. that as be- 
sides the moral qualities of se- 
renity, kindness, prudence, gen- 
tleness ‘and modesty, displaying 
in his very countenance ; there 

53 tape especially in the air 

look of his eyes the strong- 
est’ signatures of a curious and 
accurate genius, that I remem- 
ber evet to have'seen : from this 
and other remarks in others, I 
am apt to think, that even every 
quality of the human mind, and 
even in their various measures, 
may, by the operation of God, 
at least, become even visible in 
the human countenance and eye 
to near spectators ; and as the 
appearance of the evil qualities 
of malice, madness, rage, &c. 
among the damned, will eternal- 
ly excite their mutual horror ; 
so the amiable excellencies of 
the ‘saints “in light, and above 
them “all, of the most glorious 
Son of God, will eternally blaze 
out in the countenance and eye; 
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Written by a female friend. from 
a. her own lifts.* 

Twas born in’ Ireland, in the 
county of Donegal, inthe parish 
‘of ‘Raphe, Aug. 13, 1722. [I 
had pious parents, who instruct- 
ed me in the Christian religion, 
and set good examples belnnd 
me. When I was about 11 years 
old, I trust God was pleased to 
effect a work of divine grace:in 
my soul. After my first expe- 
rience of the truth:of the 

I was for some. time: left in the 
dark, and greatly feared that.my 
change was not real. At 

I was brought to see that.I had 
neglected a duty, in. not giving 
myself up to the. Lord in a public 
manner. Being about seventeen 
years old, an opportunity pre- 
sented, and I offered myself for 
examination to the cbieaa vin 
Raphe, of which the Rev. Da- 
vid Farley was pastor. The 
church, after examination, .saw 
fit to receive me into their coms 
munion, and I cannot -but hope 
God was pleased, at that time, to 
grant me tokens of his saving 
love. A blessed season it was 
to me. J sat under his banner 
with delight, and his fruit wae 
sweet to my taste. Never before 
were such clear discoveries made 
to my soul of the love of Christ, 


eerteeve 


* It is testified of Mrs. Sarah Por: 
terfield, by a judicious friend, that 
she was for many, years an orn 
to the church in Georgetown, M 
and died much esteemed by. ber 
Christian acquaintance. 
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hima safe resting: place, 
trust my alt in his 
hand. O jit was good to be there. 
One hour with Christ is better 
than a thousand elsewhere. I 
now began to live anew. My 
love to Jesus was such, as to 
overcome all other affections. 
But this comfortable frame, af- 
ter some time, subsided, and, I 
was left. in darkness, under the 
hidings of God’s face. I never 
questioned the foundation of my 
hope, yet I often grieved after 
my absent Lord, who for wise 
and holy ends withheld from me 
sensible communications. -At 
ene time in particular 1 was 
brought into great darkness, and 
overwhelmed with grief. But, 
blessed be God, I was not left to 
give up my hope, nor to quit my 
relationto him. To him I cried, 
as my God and Father, who piti- 
eth his children. How soon did 
he come to my relief. 

When I was about nineteen 
years. old, my father went to 
Pennsylvania, in America, and 
finding a plantation suitable for 
his family, he wrote over for my 
mother and the children to take 
passage in the first vessel and 
come to Pennsylvania. Accord - 
ingly my mother with three 
daughters took passage on board 
alarge ship, which was going 
with. passengers to Philadeiphia. 

July 28, 1741, we sailed from 
Londonderry, Captain Rowen 
being commander. For some 
time after we.sailed we had pleas- 
ant weather, and every thing was 
agreeable, excepting our seta- 
sickness. The ship’s company 
daily assembled on the quarter- 
deck for prayers, which were 
performed alternately by four or 
five of the passengers, to the 












pany. In this melancholy situa- 
tion we were reduced to, great 
distress. It is enough to make 
one’s heart ache to think of our 
condition. Not one was.ableto 
another. My mother and 
children were preserved. and 
restored to. health. . Thanks. to 
God for such a mercy, when so 
many were daily dying around 


us. | 

But God, who knoweth. al] 
things, and never, does, any 
wrong to his creatures,, did not 
suffer us to rest here. . Sorer 
trials were appointed for. us. 
When we had been as muchas 
ten weeks at sea, we were,visit- 
ed with a violent storm, im which 
our ship was much wrecked, and 
we were all very near being Jost, 
The Captain at that timethought 
we were near lind, and expected 
every day to make it, and to get 
into port soon. But God had 
different purposes in view. The 
violence of the storm drove :us 
to the eastward. The sea raged 
greatly. Our masts gave way ; 
and we were ina distressed situ: 
ation, even at our wit’s end. 
Then we cried unto, the, Lord, 
and. he heard us, and came down 
for our deliverance. O that I 
could praise the Lord . for, his 
eoodness, and for his loving: 
kindness unto us. bet 

At. that time. the Captain 
thought proper to put all hands . 
on allowance, as he did not know 
where the ship was, or how 
we should be centinued in our 
present situation,, His reckons 
ing was out, and he knew not 























tinued for or viele Pr 
) -— "on Half. low- 
| ‘the water, whieh 
was * beled ued the i Ten 
days after, we “spoke a ‘ship, 
which supplied us with provi- 
sion ; but our allowance was not 
ineresged. ‘The storm was now 
abated, and we were relieved 
from some distressing fears. 

Oct. 28, made land on the 
eastern coast; found it to bea 
desolate island, or neck of land 
inhabited only by a few Indians. 
The ship was anchored, and we 
remained’ a few days on board. 
The Captain and others took the 
long-boat, and went, hoping to 
find some French inhabitants ; 
but returned without any success. 
We were then ordered to land 
on this island. Accordingly 
many boats” load of people were 
landed, and scattered round the 
island, without any provision. 
The number of people could not, 
I presume, be less than’a hund- 
red. We were told, that the last 
boats should bring us some pro- 
vision, but were disappointed. 
No provision was sent us. Oh, 
the distressed situation! some 
crying, some almost distracted, 
not knowing what to do. 
Death seemed to stare’ us all in 
the face, and very soon marked 
out many for his victims. 

After we were landed; twenty 
or thirty of the passengers set 
out to look for inhabitants, but 
were never after heard of. Prob- 
a they all perished.” The 

Captain, mate, and seamen left 
the ship and went in search of 
inhabitants. After a few dayis’ 
sail to the eastward, they fell in 





enemas Porterfield. 
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with land, and ‘came to a” 
called Newharbour, about 
a east of Kennebeck.”’ 

the came back for’ thé 

of the ship, which had beén east 
upon a small island and broket 
to pieces. “They ‘tartied;’ uittif 
they had collected what plundér 
they pleased to take; with which 
they returned ‘to ‘Newharbour, 
taking with them”a few of the 
servants and’ pass it ind that 
were on the island.’ These were 
sold for their passage ;' but in 
this way they were delivered 
from their distressing’ situation. 
The rest of the passengers were 
left in the most melancholy cif- 
cumstances ; but a kind Provi- 
dence furnished us with’ some- 
thing to support nature. We 
found some muscles on the beach, 
which, with sea kelp and dulce, 
we boiled in a pot we had brought 
on shore, and were nourished by 
them, This was all the food 
we had for as much ‘as twe 
months. <A distressing’ time? 
But God supported me even at 
that time, and gave me hopes’ of 
relief, which I ever maintained 
in the very darkest hour.’ Ey 
ery day more or less died around 
us. It was observed that “the 
men failed sooner than'the wo- 
men, and that a greater propat- 
tion of them died. There was 
scarcely one to help another, as 
évery one had sufficient to do 
for himself.” The provision of 
each day was to be sought in the’ 
day; as the manna was’ in’ the 
wilderness. 

The Indians soon visited’ tis; 
and “added much to our distréss; 
robbing us of all they could find; 
which we had brought from’the’ 
ship. In a severe snow’ storm 


we hung our'clothes on trees té 
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ok the dom. When 


red to, resist ee ADS OIF 
his. hatchet. and. in to 


strike me-, I.drew back and left 
them to take. what they pleased. 
Among other. things. they took 
eur pot.in which, we boiled our 
muscles ; so that we. were ina 
ssed. situation.. At 
b. L providentially, thought 
@ sauce pan, which some. of 
passengers had, I went, 
: oan it lying on the bomhas 
owners, all being dead. , 
Some further particulars de- 
serve to be, mentioned. I was 
in one. of the first boats. 
As, my, mother and sisters were 
landing, one of my sisters died. 
All being in confusion,and trou- 
ble, there was none to bury her, 
but myself. I performed, that 
service with great composure. 
I. then had to take care of my 
mother and other sister, who 
were somewhat helpless. God 
gave me strength, so that I was 
enabled. to do something for 
them,..as, well as for myself. 
Eor some time we appeared like 
avery thick neighbourhood, be- 
ing, divided into separate com- 


pce: Our company consisted 
mine persons. 


_,When.the boats were landing, 
as 1. stood, on the. beach, a child 
sent two years old was put in- 
to. my arms. . I looked round to 
see who was to take it from me, 
bt we no one that would own 
La who takes care of 

this Pa A little boy; about 
oF elve years old, answered, no- 
» dMa’am, but I... Oh how I 

tl "knowing that this child’s 
ents had both died in the ship. 
_Was, obliged to lay down the 
pild, yr ave it tothe care of 






him, ‘wha had the care of us all. 





The boy, and ia ak 
Ve found dead lying. 
oe se Sorrow vow 

went to see a 
who. lay at a. litt 
feeble state,, ae to, se Sg 

ked her, whether | she had 

thing to eat. She sai >, YES, = 
other shipmates gave fer mus- 
cles,. when they got any for 
themselves ;. but, added, she 
could eat some boiled dulce, if 
she could get any. L told her I 
would.get her some to-morrow, 
On the morrow returning to see 
her, I found her dead, and sever- 
al. more by her— Walking along 
the shore, I found a hy about 
seventeen years old, sitting very 
disconsolate, with a book.in his 
hand. I said to him, what do 
you. do here? He answered, I 
am looking for the Cg who 
is coming to,carry me off ‘He 
Island. I. said to him, did 
promise you that favour? , Yes, 
he said... Well, replied I, don’t 
depend. upon it, for I don’t be- 
lieve he, will ever come here 
again. . Upon. this he cried 
bitterly,;. but I could not per- 
suade him to give up his hope, 
and do something for a subsis- 
tence., In a few days, he Was 
found dead, with his book open 
under his head, 

The people began now to die 
very fast. There was no travel- 
ling any where, but dead bodies 
were found, as few were pansy 
All were..so weak and help! €SS, 
that they had. enough to do to 
keep life in themselv es. In ‘this 
distressing situation we remain- 
ed, until every person, of whom 
we had any knowledge on the 
Island, was dead, excepting m y 
mother, my sister, and mysel 
At that. time our fire went out, 
and we had nothing to strike fire 
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with. Several snows had fallen, 
but soon melted away. Another 
snow fell, when we were in such 
distress for fire. This scene 
was of all the most hopeless ; 
nothing to cover us, but the hea- 
vens, and nothing to eat, but 
frozen muscles! In about one 
day after our fire went oft, my 
mother died ; and there she lay, 
a lifeless corpse, by our side. 
We were not able to bury her, 
or do any thing with her. My 
sister began to fail very fast, and 
her spirits were very low. I 
laid me down beside a tree to 
rest my head against it; but 
soon thought I must not lie 
there. I rose, and went down 
to the beach, got some frozen 
muscles and carried them to my 
sister, who ate them. We then 
both sat down beside a tree. 
Now my courage began to fail. 
I saw nothing to expect but 
death ; yet did not wholly give 
up my hope. There we were, 
two distressed sisters, surround- 
ed by dead bodies, without food 
or fire, and almost without 
clothing. I had no shoes to 
my feet, which were much 
swollen by reason of the cold. 
The ground was covered with 
snow, and the season was fast 
advancing, it being nearly the 
middle of December; so that 
we had every reason to expect 
that we should soon share the 
fate of our companions. But at 
that time God mercifully ap- 
peared for our relief, and thus 
showed himself to be the helper 
of the helpless. ‘To our great 
surprise, we saw three men 
on the island, who, when they 
approached us, appeared to be 
no less surprised to find us liv- 
ing. I took courage and spoke 
to them. Having related to 
Vol. IT. No. 5. Cc 


them our distress, one of them 
asked me, if it were not better 
to be servants, than to die on 
the island. I said, yes. They 
then asked me several questions, 
which I answered as well as I 
could. They appeared pitiful, 
told us that they had come from 
Newharbour with two vessels 
for plunder, and offered to take 
us on board. We gladly com- 
plied with their mvitation, and 
were hurried to the vessel. As 
I was rising from the frozen 
ground by the assistance of one 
of the men, I put out my hand 
to take a small bundle, which I 
had preserved through all our 
difficulties, and which contained 
some clothes and books, espe- 
cially my Bible. Seeing me at- 
tempt to take it, the men prom- 
ised to take care of it for me. 
Trusting to their honour, [I left 
it with them, but never saw it 
more. I also desired to see my 
mother buried, before I left the 
island. They engaged to see it 
done ; but I have reason to fear, 
they never performed their en- 
gagement. After we were on 
board, they treated us very 
kindly. The captain gave each 
of us a spoonful of spirits and 
half a biscuit. This was the 
first piece of bread we had tast- 
ed for two months. When col- 
lecting the plunder, the people 
told us we should have whatever 
we claimed as belonging to us 
in the ship. This was more 
than we expected. After plun- 
dering the ship and stripping 
the dead, they sailed. Then I 
saw the last of my miserable 
abode. In five days we arrived 
at Newharbour. Our new friends 
then appeared disposed to take 
advantage of us, and to sell us as 
servants to gatisty themselves 
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for their trouble in saving our 
lives. This was a trial almost 
insupportable. But to our great 
comfort, a man came on board, 
who was irom the same place in 
Ireland, from which we had 
come. He was kind and pitiful, 
and endeavoured to comfort us. 
God then appeared for us, and 
raised up a friend, who came 
and took us. to his house, and 
there tenderly entertained us, 
bidding us be of good cheer, for 
he would not sufier such rui- 
fians to take advantage of us. 
This g.eitleman gave us every 
consolation in his power, and 
conversed with us in a_ very 
Christian manner, which was af- 
fecting and comforting. He 
proved very punctual. in fulfill- 
ing his promises. We tarried 
with him, until we had so far re- 
covered, as to be able to work 
for our living. This gentleman 
wrote to my father in Pennsyl- 
vania, informing him. of our sil- 
uation, and did all he could to 
forward the Iciter as soon as 
possible. This was about the 
last of December, 1741. Inthe 
mean time he provided good 
places for us. My sister was 
sent to live with a friend of his 
at a place since called Boothbay, 
and was very happily situated. 
Seon after she went there, a 
happy revival of religion took 
place among the people. - I trust 
that she was made a subject of 
the work. [-tarried at Newhar- 
bour through the winter. The 
next spring I came to this place, 
(Georgetown) and was employ- 
ed in a family, where I enjoyed 
the privileges of religion, as 
well as very kind treatment. 
Both the man and his wife were 
protessors of religion, and were 
greatly animated by the good 


Life of Sarah Porterfield. 





[ Occ. 


work, which was going on in the 
place. At that time there was 
manifest a general attention to 
religion. Having no minister, 
the people met together every 
Sabbath, and frequently on other 
days, for the purpose of wor- 
shipping God ina public man- 
ner, by prayer, singing psalms, 
and reading instructive books. 
In this way their meetings were 
made both agreeable and useful. 

Some time in the summer my 
father came to visit us. He in- 
tended to take us with him to 
Pennsylvania. But before his 
arrival, I had an offer of mar- 
riage, which my situation seem- 
ed to urge me to accept. Ner 
had I ever any reason to repent 
of my choice. November, 1742, 
I was married. My father tar- 
ried with us through the winter. 
The next summer he took my 
sister and returned to Pennsyl- 
vania, where he spent the re- 
mainder of a very long life, as [ 
trust, in the service of God. 

I lived very agreeably with 
my husband thirty years. We 
had eight children, two sons and 
six daughters. All these, ex- 
cepting one daughter, God has 
seen fit to take from me by 
death. But he has graciously 
supported me under the rod of 
allliction, and enabled me to sing 
both of mercies and of judg- 
ments. 

In the year 1741, when many 
professed to meet with a divine 
change, my husband was hope- 
fully brought to embrace the 
gospel, and gave evidence, both 
living and dying, that he was a 
follower of Christ. My three 
eldest daughters experienced, as 
I hope, God’s saving grace un- 
der the ministry of the Rev. 
Ezekiel Emerson, who is still 
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continued as an ambassador of 
Christ among us. The other 
children God was pleased to 
look upon in mercy, I trust, in 
their last sickness, and to afford 
me comfortable hope respecting 
them. Oh that I could praise 
the Lord for his goodness, and 
bless him for his wonderful 
works. But I fail in the at- 
tempt. Make up, blessed Jesus, 
my deficiency, and glorify thy- 
self; and let saints and angels 
ascribe to the sacred Three all 
henour and glory forever. 

These dispensations of Provi- 
dence I have thought worthy of 
thankful remembrance. When 
I review God's dealings with me 
in the various scenes of life, I 
am filled with wonder and amaze- 
ment. Great has been his 
goodness, and great my unwor- 
thiness. I view him as my cov- 
enant God, who foresaw these 
trials, and was graciously pileas- 
ed to prepare me for them, by 
taking me into covenant with 
himself. He has upheld and 
supported me under all my tri- 
als ; so that I have abundant rea- 
son to say, he has ever been a 
fresent help in time of need. I 
have reason, as it seems, more 
than any one on earth, to acknowl- 
edge God’s goodness, which has 
been so abundantly manifested 
towards me, even from my 
youth. 

1 am now seventy-six years 
old. Through the goodness 
of God I enjoy a_ comforta- 
ble state of health, and am able 
generally to attend the worship 
ef God, and to unite with his 


children in gospel ordinances’ 
As to earthly connexions, I seem 
to be left alone. But I would 
not say, that I am alone, for the 
almighty Father, I trust, is with 
me, and has been my helper. 
And I feel a comfortable hope, 
that he will never forsake me. 
Blessed be his holy name, for 
enabling such a vile creature, as 
I am, totrust in him. In him 
I hope for happiness, through 
the glorious Mediator, whose 
blood is sufficient to take away 
all my sins, so that 1 may be 
presented spotless before a ho- 
ly God. My unworthiness is no 
bar to my salvation, since Christ 
Jesus my Lord is infinitely wor- 
thy. My anchor of hope has 
been, for many years, cast with- 
in the veil. My faith rests on 
the Rock of Ages, against which 
the gates of hell can never pre- 
vail. Though winds and waves 
have often beat heavily upon me, 
my anchor never has been, and, 
I trust, never will be moved. 
Notwithstanding the various tri- 
ais of my life, I have never been 
left to renounce my hope, or te 
murmur against God, but would 
justify him in all he has laid up- 
on me, considering his mercies 
to be much beyond all my aifllic- 
tions. For his mercies have 
been new every morning ; great 
has been his faithfulness every 
night. And now unto him, who 
has wrought all my deliverances, 
both spiritual and temporal, be 


ascribed the whole praise of my ‘ 


salvation. Amen. 


Georgetown, June 6, 1798, 
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Religious Communications. 


LETTER TO A FRIEND, 


Showing that David’s imprecations 
against his enemies were consistent 
with pious benevolence. 


Dear Friend, 

Your inquiry is important 
and difficult. The following ob- 
servations are offered in free- 
dom. If they contribute any 
thing toward a satisfactory an- 
swer, I shall be more than re- 
quited for my attention. 

In the first place I shall cite a 
passage from Horne’s preface to 
the Psalms, in which he attempts 
to solve the difficulty you have 
presented. ‘“ The offence taken 
at the supposed uncharitable and 
vindictive spirit of the impreca- 
tions, which occur in some of 
the Psalms, ceases immediately, 
if we change the imperative for 
the future, and read, not “ Ler 
THEM BE confounded,” &c. but, 
“THEY SHALL BE confounded,” 
&c. of which the Hebrew is 
equally capable. Such passages 
will then have no more difficul- 
ty in them, than the other fre- 
quent predictions of divine ven- 
geance in the writings of the 
prophets, or denunciations of it 
in the gospel, intended to warn, 
and to alarm sinners, and lead 
them to repentance, that they 
may fly from the wrath to come. 
If the imprecatory form be still 
contended for, all that can be 
meant by it, whether uttered by 
the prophet, by the Messiah, or 
by ourselves, must be a ratifica- 
tion of the just judgments of the 
Almighty against his impenitent 
enemies, like what we find as- 
cribed to the blessed spirits in 


heaven, when such judgments 
were executed. But by the fu- 
ture rendering of the verb, eve- 
ry objection is precluded at 
once.” 

Scott, in his excellent com- 
mentary, shows himself to be of 
the same opinion. ‘“ These 
parts, (the imprecations) must 
be considered, either as direct 
prophecies, or as divinely inspir- 
ed declarations of the certain 
doom awaiting all the opposers 
of Christ.” He gives it as his 
opinion, that “ where the literal 
rendering contains simply a pre- 
diction, and changing the future 
for the imperative or optative 
implies an imprecation or a wish, 
the literal version is certainly 
preferable. Yet,” he says, * it 
cannot be denied, that the form 
of imprecation is often used, as 
implying that the impenitent en- 
emies of God and his Christ will 
perish, with the approbation of 
all holy creatures, and that the 
very prayers of believers for 
themselves and the church, will 
be answered in the destruction 
of their enemies.” 

But whichsoever of the inter- 
pretations is adopted, we may 
argue from David’s general con- 
duct and acknowledged charac- 
ter, that his imprecations were 
uttered with benevolent feclings. 
View his treatment of Saul, his 
persevering and mortal enemy, 
when God delivered him into 
his hands, and he was solicited 
to put him to death. Had Da- 
vid been actuated by revenge, 
how quickly would he have’ de- 
stroyed him. But he nobly re- 
fused, and treated his implacable 
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enemy with respect and tender- 
ness. 

How benevolent was his con- 
duct toward his enemies in 
their afflictions. ‘“ As for me,” 
he says, ** when they were sick, 
my clothing was sackcloth; I 
humbled my soul with fasting, 
and my prayer returned into 
mine own bosom. I behaved 
myself, as though he had been 
my friend or brother. I bowed 
down heavily, as one that mourn- 
eth for his mother.” This is 
an excellent comment on the 
divine command ; Love your en- 
emies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, 
and firay for them, who desfite- 
fully use you and frersecute you. 

Such being David’s habitual 
eharacter, can it be supposed, 
that his imprecations were dic- 
tated by malevolent feelings? 
Can a person of such benevolent 
conduct express any other than 
benevolent desires in his prayers ? 
Jt is common to abound more in 
friendly wishes, than in kind and 
generous deeds. It is many 
times easier to pray for others, 
than todo them good. But to 
suppose that David’s impreca- 
tions were expressive of malev- 
olence, would make his prayers 
less friendly than his conduct. 
Indeed the supposition is con- 


trary to the whole tenor of 


Scripture respecting his charac- 
ter. He is uniformly represent- 
ed, as a man of distinguished pi- 
ety, a man after God’s own heart. 

Why is it not reasonable to 
consider David’s imprecations, 
as the dictate of pure benevo- 
lence? The enemies of David 
were the enemies of Jehovah. 
They opposed the glory and 
sovernment of the Most High. 
They set themselves against Da- 


vid, not merely as a private per 
son, but as a servant of God, and 
avery distinguished character in 
the church. His cause was the 
cause of God and his people. 
Hence he prayed; “ Stir up thy- 
self and awake to my judgment, 
even unto my cause, my God, 
and my Lord. Let them shout 
for joy and be glad, that favour 
my righteous cause.” Opposed 
to all holy beings, the enemies 
of David deserved destruction. 
He cordially acquiesced in it, as 
just. He felt benevolently to- 
wards them, and had a deep sense 
of their awful doom. But he as 
deeply felt that they deserved 
endless punishment. Accord- 
ingly he said ; det them be destroy- 
ed. I have fervently prayed, 
that they might repent. Sut as 
they remain incorrigible, I acquit 
esee in their ruin ; for itis pfer- 


Jectly just. In this view, my 


friend, ought not we to feel, as 
David did? Do not the wicked 
deserve endless destruction ? 
Shall our hearts rise in opposi- 
tion to the Judge of ali the earth, 
and object to theirdoom! Or 
shall we submissively say, Je¢ 
justice take place. 

Contemplate the perfect be- 
nevolence of the Redeemer. 
How tenderly did he weep over 
Jerusalem ! How graciously did 
he pray for his murderous foes ! 
Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. He even 
laid down his life for the salva- 
tion of sinners. Yet he denounc- 
ed awtul woes against the Scribes 
and Pharisees, and gave them up 
to final ruin, as incorrigible 
transgressors. “ Fill ye up the 
meéasure of your fathers, Ye 
serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damna- 
ion of hell :” 


ee 
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Paul could wish himself ac- 
eursed from Christ for his breth- 
ren the Jews. Still he approved 
the final ruin of Christ’s enemies. 
Lf any man love not the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, let him 6® anathema, 
maranatha. ‘The same regard to 
justice disposed him to say ; 
Alexander, the cofifersmith, did 
me much evil. The Lord reward 
him according to his works. 

The truly benevolent man 
may desire the destruction of 
those, who are finally rebellious. 
Benevolence supremely regards 
God and his kingdom. The 
glory of God and the blessedness 
of his kingdom are infinitely 
more desirable, than the happi- 
ness of individuals. No one in 
the exercise of benevolence tri- 
fles with the happiness of others, 
or desires their misery for z¢s 
own sake. The virtuous citizen 
desires that the murderer, the 
robber, and the midnight assassin 
may be detected and receive their 
just deserts; not because he is 
malicwus and desires their mis- 
ery for its own sake, but for the 
peace of society, and the honour 
of its just laws. So, while the 
Psalmist had no direct pleasure 
in the punishment of others ; 
yet for the glory of God and the 
good of his people, he prayed for 
divine wrath upon the wicked. 
He knew that the glory of God 
required the destruction of his 
incorrigible enemies. As God 
would be honoured by that 
event; so would the blessedness 
of saints and angels be promoted. 
This accords with the language 
of the heavenly hosts; Alleluia, 
salvation, glory, and honour, and 
power unto the Lord our God ; 
for true and righteous are his 
judgments, for he hath judged 
ihe great whore, which did cor- 
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rupt the earth with her fornicas 
tion, and hath avenged the blood 
of his servants at her hand.” 
As the inhabitants of heaven ex- 
press perfect benevolence in 
praising God for the destruction 
of his enemies; so David was 
truly benevolent in praying for 
the same event. How wiil it be 
at the final judgment, when all 
the wicked will be separated 
from the righteous, and receive 
their awful doom ‘ In the exer- 
cise of perfect benevolence the 
righteous will say, amen, to the 
irrevocable sentence, defart, ye 
cursed, 

My dear friend, how complete, 
how remediless must be the 
destruction of the wicked, if it 
fulfil the desire of all holy beings. 
Let David’s imprecations remind 
us of our awful doom, if we 
die impenitent. All the wise 
and good will unitedly say of us, 
let them be pruntshed with ever- 
lasting destruction. How can wel 
hope for salvation, except in the 
present life we repent, and be- 
come reconciled to God, so that 
we can rejoice not only in his 
mercies, but in his judgments. 
And let us also remember that 
the same benevolence, which 
wiil dispose us to acquiesce in 
the just punishment of sinners, 
wili lead us, by fervent prayer, 
and zealous, unwearied exertion, 
to seck their salvation, while it 
is an accepted time and day of 
mercy. ZETA. 


THE PERFECTION OF CHRIST'S 
EXAMPLE. 

Jesus Curistr came into the 
world, not only as a Redeemer, 
but also as an Instructor. The 
religion which he taught to men, 














1806. | Lhe Perfection of Christ’s Example. 207 


he exemplified in his own life. 
And his example is perfect. It 
is such as had never appeared in 
the world betore, and has never 
appeared since. 

It is a comprehensive example. 
There are, indeed, some virtues, 
which he could not directly ex- 
emplify, as there were some re- 
lations, which he dic not sustain. 
But he exhibited other more gev- 
eral virtues, which, being form- 
ed in the heart, and drawn into 
practice, will lead to the exercise 
of all. That universal bdenevo- 
lence, which appeared in him, 
will, im all our intercourse with 
mankind, dispose us to jusiice, 
fairness, and fidelity ; — virtues 
which he could not so directly 

xhibit in Avs life, having never 
made a secular profession his 
business, nor worldly gain his 
object. By his attention to 
friends, by his. affection to breth- 
ren, and by his care for his dis- 
ciples, he has shewn parents and 
heads of meee, thevought 
to walk in their houses, though 
he never sustained the natural 
relation of a father. He ex- 
pressed a particular affection for 
natural relatives and chosen 
friends; but he never shewed 
any exceptionable partiality to 
them. Natural affection in him, 
as a man, had its just operation ; 
but it had no influence on his 
conduct in the cepacity of a Sa- 
viour. Lo his relatives he of- 
fered no easier terms of salva- 
tion, and no higher advantages 
to obtain it, than what he offer- 
ed to others. And indeed, his 
brethren were not the first who 
believed in him. ‘Those were 
his brethren, sisters and parents, 
who did the will of his heavenly 
Father. Thus he has stated the 
true bounds of natural affection. 


This may operate to the good of 
its objects ; but not to the inju- 
ry of others. Though there 
are some /farticular virtues, or 
branches of virtue, which his 
worldly condition never called 
into action, yet he has exempli- 
fied all the radical & fundamental 
virtues of religion. If we intro- 
duce these into our practice, oth- 
ers will follow, when occasion 
calls. 

‘There are many examples re- 
corded in Scripture for our imi- 
tation. These, though excellent 
in the main, were not perfect im 
every thing. They were chiefly 
eminent for single and farticular 
virtues. Moses was celebrated 
for his meekness ; Job for his fa- 
tience 3 David for his devoutness ; 
Elijah for his zeal; John for his 
suavity of temper. But in the 
lite of Christ every virtue is dis- 
played in its full lustre. It is a 
great advantage to see our whole 
duty marked out in a single life, 
and to contemplate it in one 
view, without the trouble of se- 
lecting from a number of exam- 
ples the best things, and putting 
them together in one character. 
‘This is done to our hands in the 
pattern of Christ. His example 
is suited to the case of a// Chris- 
tians, in all t7mes and filaces. It 
is designed for universal benefit ; 
and therefore is abstracted, as 
much as possible, from peculiar 
Situ:tions, and adapted to cir- 
cumstances common tomankind. 
It he had appeared as a temporal 


. prince, or an opulent nobleman, 


he might have given an exccl- 
lent pattern of justice and liber- 
ality to the rich and powerful ; 
Wht he could not so well have ex- 
hibited the duties of those in 
private life, or in a moderate con- 
dition. His example therefore 
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would have been much less use- 
ful on the whole; for the rich 
and great make but a small pro- 
portion of mankind. But as he 
appeared in- a low condition, he 
was able to exhibit the virtues, 
which immediately concern the 
great bedy of the human race, 
and to exhibit them in an easy 
and familiar manner, adapted to 
their observation. ‘This exam- 
ple was not raised by worldly dig- 
nity above the sight, but by hum- 
ble poverty brought down to the 
inspection of common people. 
Every one may see in it some- 
thing pertinent to himself. Ev- 
en the rich and great may learn 
from Christ the duties of their 
high station ; for though he ap- 
peared as a private and a poor 
man, yet his works proved him 
to be a messenger from heaven. 
The poor from him may learn 
the duties of their humble con- 
dition ; for though he was rich, 
yet for their sakes he became 
poor. 

Christ’s example was without 
defect. Other examples may be 
encouragements to virtue; this 
only is a standard of virtue. In 
every other example, however 
good, we find imperfection. 
‘There is, at best, a mixture of 
wisdom and folly, of rectitude 
and depravity, of good and evil ; 
and betore we imitate it, we must 
separate the mixture, expunge 
the faults, supply the defects, 
and place the good by itself. 
gut in the example of Christ 
there is virtue without defect, 
purity without blemish, humility 
without meanness, innocence 
without weakness, wisdom with- 
out artifice, constancy withorf 
stiffness. 

The divine character is the 
standard of moral perfection. But 
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this is an object of faith, not of 
sight. In Christ the perfect 
character of God ‘is brought 
down to mortal view in such a 
soft and easy light, that we can 
behold it without terror, and con- 
template it without amazement. 
That God is a being of holiness, 
justice, truth and goodness, we 
believe ; and that we ought to be 
like him in these perfections, we 
acknowledge. Butit isa mighty 
advantage to see these perfec- 
tions familiarly exemplified in 
him, who came from the bosom 
of the Father, and manifested 
himself in our flesh. 

The divine character is per- 
fect ; btt there are many things 
essential to religion in man, 
which can have no place in the 
Deity ; such as meekness, hu- 
mility, resignation and self de- 
nial. Of these virtues we have 
an example in Jesus Christ, who, 
being in the form of God, hum- 
bled himself, and was made in 
the likeness of men. 

The example of Christ, as it 
was human and suited to the 
condition of man, so it was con- 
descending, and adapted to the 
condition of every man. There 
was nothing in it distant and re- 
served, dark and intricate ; but 
it was all free and open, easy te 
be understood, and level to the 
weakest capacity. He never pla- 
ced religion in austerity of man- 
ners, peculiarity of habit, morti- 
fication of body, refinement of 
speculation, or depth of learn- 
ing ; but he made it to consist in 
the strict virtues and plain duties 
of a holy heart and life ; in love 
to God and charity to men; in 
humility, meekness, patience and 
contentment. He carried ona 
simple, uniform design to bring 
glory to God, and happiness te 
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men. There is nothing in all 
this, but what every man may 
easily understand. By reading 
the life of Jesus one may better 
learn what it is to be a.good 
man, than by turning over ail 
the volumes of ancient or modern 
philosophers. 

Another excellency of Christ’s 
example is, that it agrees with 
his own instructions’ It is no- 
thing else, but his own rules re- 
duced to practice. He was not 
like the Scribes and Pharisees, 
who laid on men’s shoulders 
heavy burdens, which they 
would not move with one of their 
fingers; and who daily contra- 
dicted in practice, what they 
strenuously enjoined in precept. 
He acted fully up to his own 
system ; and in prosecution of it 
did many things far more hard 
and difficult, than what he re- 
quires of us. In this he differs 
from other teachers, who go far- 
ther in precept than in pattern. 

It is a recommendation of 
Christ’s example, that in it the 
most difficult virtues of religion 
are most conspicuous; such as 
meekness under provocations, 
love of enemies, the forgiveness 
of injuries, contempt of worldly 
riches and honours, labour and 
self-denial in doing good, and 
patience and resignation under 
great afflictions ; and yet all 
these are modest virtues, which 
make no ostentation, of them- 
selves, and are least apt to at- 
tract the notice and esteem of 
the world. The virtues of 
those, whose characters have 
usually been celebrated, are 
either of the easy, or of the 
showy kind; such as may be 
practised without seli-denial, or 
such as will excite admiration in 


the spectators. The modest 
Vol. II. No. 5. D pb 


and the difficult virtues, which 
were most distinguished in 
Christ, have been least apparent 
in the great men of the world. 
In this respect he exceeded all 
others, and gave the most unde- 
niable evidence of the goodness 
of his heart, and the excellency 
of his religion. 

Such an example, while it 
marks out the course which we 
are to pursue, should animate 
our resolution to enter upon, 
and to persevere in that course. 

Jesus, as a man, had, indeed, 
many advantages, which we 
have not. He was ‘ born holy,’ 
and free from those inordinate 
propensities, which are common 
to us. He was anointed with 
the Spirit above his fellows. 
The Spirit was given him with- 
out measure. In him dwelt the 
fulness of the Godhead. But 
still, as a man, he was compassed 
with our infirmities, and tempt- 
ed as we are. And he knows 
how to have compassion on us, 
and his grace is sufficient for us. 
Sensible of our weakness, we 
may be strong in the grace, 
which is in him. ; 

We may perhaps think it 
would have been a greater en- 
couragement to us to have seen 
our duty practised by one, who 
came near to us in weakness ; 
by one, who was no more than a 
man. But then we must con- 
sider, that the Son of God, 
though without any sinfulness 
in his flesh, was made in the 
likeness of our sinful flesh; he 
bare our infirmities, and suffer- 
ed being tempted. His exam- 
ple therefore could not have 
ceme nearer to our case, with- 
out wanting that perfection, 
which is its highest recommen- 
dation, and which makes it an 
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infallible rule for our conduct in 
life. 

The perfection, which appear- 
ed in Christ, is proposed to us, 
as the object of our aim; but 
not required as the condition of 
our salvation. Through the 
righteousness of this great Re- 
deemer, God accepts that peni- 
ténce, which renounces sin with 
abhorrence, and that faith, which 
purifies the heart, and which 
humbly and ardently aspires to 
the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ. In him 
believers are complete; for to 
them he is made wisdom, right- 
eousness, sanctification and re- 
demption. 

THEOPHILUS. 


a 


SURVEY OF NEW ENGLAND 
CHURCHES. 


(Continued from fage 173.) 


THE increasing indifference of 
our churches resfecting the theo- 
logical oftinions of ministers, is an 
evil proper to be noticed in this 
survey. In general, very little 
inquiry is made concerning the 
religious qualifications of a 
preacher. The question, wheth- 
er he embraces the doctrines of 
the gospel, often exposes to con- 
tempt the person, who offers it. 
Churches manifest an undue re- 
gard to the external accomplish- 
ments of ministers, with a cor- 
responding inattention to the pu- 
rity of their sentiments and the 
sanctity of theirlives. Itis not un- 
frequently the case, that a man 
is introduced into the sacred of- 
fice, when it is not known either 
from his preaching, or conversa- 
tion, or from the proceedings of 


the ordaining council, whether 


he believes one system of relig- 
ious opinions, or another. Tho’ 
such apparent indifference in 
our societies may conceal strong 
prejudices against the general 
faith of the reformed church, 
and a secret persuasion, that he 
embraces and will preach those 
lax sentiments, for which they 
have a strong predilection. 

Now from whatever motive 
such negligence in our churches, 
and under whatever specious 
names and fair pretences it may 
seek to hide itsel& it is an evil 
of great magnitude ; as will ap- 
pear from the following conside- 
rations. 

First. It is a violation of in- 
sfired frecefits. By some di- 
rect commands, and by many 
plain intimations, God urges up- 
on Christian churches the im- 
portance of using the most 
watchful care respecting the re- 
ligious sentiments of their teach- 
ers. If there come any unto you, 
says John, and bring not this 
doctrine, that is, the doctrine of 
Christ, which he preached, re- 
cetve him not into your house, 
neither bid him God sfieed ; for 
he that biddeth him God sfieed, is 
hartaker of his evil deeds. They, 
who, from choice or negligence, 
encourage those preachers, who 
hold not the true doctrine of 
Christ, are, in a measure, charge- 
able with all the fatal effects of 
their errors. Paul gives a similar 
direction. J beseech you, breth- 
ren, mark them, who cause divis- 
ions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine, which ye have learned, 
and avoid them. Not very un- 
like this is the injunction of Sol- 
omon. Cease, my son, to hear 


the instruction, which causeth to 
err from the words of knowledge. 
Christ inculcates caution on the 
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same subject. Beware of false 
jrrofihets, who come (0 you in 
sheefi’s clothing, but inwardly 
are ravening wolves. Peter’s 
prophetic eye foresaw that the 
church would be misled and 
corrupted by such characters. 
There were false firofihets among 
the fieapile, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who 
privily shall. bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring on 
themselves swift destruction. 
Paul beheld the churches of 
Galatia actually infested by de- 
ceivers. There be some, who 
trouble you, and would frervert 
the gosfiel of Christ. What a 
great evil he esteemed every de- 
parture from the gospel doc- 
trine, appears, from the anathe- 
ma he denounced against the 
propagators of error. Though 
we, or an angel from heaven 
fireach any other gosfiel unio you 
than that which we have fireached 
unto you, let him be accursed. 
He is so impressed with the im- 
portance of the subject, that he 
immediately repeats the solemn 
sentence ; Jf any man fireach any 
other gosfiel unto you, than that ye 
have received, let him be accurs- 
ed. -By Jeremiah, God highly 
criminates his people for ap- 
proving false prophets. 14 won- 
derful and horrible thing is com- 
mitted in the land; the frrofihets 
firopihesy falsely, and the frrtests 
bear rule by their means; and 
my fieofile love to have it so. In 
addition to this, the Scripture 
particularly points out the requi- 


site qualifications of gospel min- 
isters ; of which this is not the 
least important, that they hold 
fast the faithful word, and teach 
the things, which become sound 


doctrine. Now after Scripture 
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has given such plain directions 
what characters to choose for 
religious instructors, and such 
solemn cautions to avoid those, 
who hold not the true doctrines 
of Christ, how can the churches, 
without great guilt, neglect the 
duty ? What displeasure of God 
do they incur by their cold in- 
difference respecting a subject, 
on which he hath given them 
such abundant instruction, and 
so many precepts and warnings. 

Secondly. The evil of that in- 
difference, which many church- 
es manifest respecting the relig- 
ious sentiments of ministers, ap- 
pears from this consideration, 
that erroneous sentiments are 
commonly connected with the want 
of Christian fiiety. It is to be 
expected, that men will feel. and 
act according to their prevailing 
belief. If their sentiments are 
lax, their practice is likely to be 
so too. Christianity is one con- 
sistent whole. Its theoretic and 
practical parts perfectly harmo- 
nize, and are inseparable from 
each other. The cordial belief 
of gospel truth tends directly to 
promote the holiness, which the 
gospel enjoins. Nor can gospel 
holiness be found, except in con- 
nexion with evangelical senti- 
ments. For example. They, 
who disbelieve the divine glory 
of Christ, cannot exercise to- 
wards him that religious faith, 
worship, and submission, which 
constitute an essential part of 
Christian holiness. If men en- 


tertain erroneous apprehensions 
of God’s character, law, and gov- 


ernment, they must be errone- 
ous in their religious practice. 
For every part of true Christian 


piety has respect to those ob- 


jects, and must receive its pe- 


culiar complexion from the man- 
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ner in which they are appre- 
hended. Defective views of the 
evil of sin will be attended with 
defective repentance. Disbelief 
of the atonement, as it arises 
from a wrong idea of God, natu- 
rally occasions a misplaced hope 
of his favour. Even the minis- 
terial office, though ever so sa- 
cred, cannot ingraft solid Chris- 
tian, piety upon  antichristian 
opinions. The belief of the 
heart will show itself in the life. 
The Spirit of Christ, which 
guideth into all the truth, does 
not dwell in those, who reject 
the truths he taught. How im- 
portant an article, then, ina gos- 
pel minister’s character, is his 
belief. And how great an evil it 
is in many of our churches, that 
his belief is considered of no im- 
portance. It is treating with 
indifference what is essential to 
a minister’s personal religion. 
Indeed, those churches, that are 
not desirous to ascertain, wheth- 
er a preacher believes the scheme 
of evangelical truth, are equally 
unconcerned as to his experi- 
mental godliness. 

The same remarks are, in-a 
considerable degree, applicable 
to the indifference, which 
churches show, respecting the 
religious sentiments of their 
members. Such indifference, 
often miscalled charity, is found 
in those only, who overlook the 
importance of regeneration, and 
are disposed to build up the 
church with materials, which 
the fire of the last day will con- 
sume. 

Thirdly. The evil now under 
consideration rises in our view, 
when we consider the extensive 
influence of a minister’s religious 
sentiments ufion his own conduct 
in the sacred office, and upton the 
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interest of the church. Ifa min- 
ister cordially believes the whole 
counsel of God, he will not shun 
to declare it; as Paul says of 
himself and the other apostles, 
we believe, and therefore sfteak, 
Peter and John expressed the 
same sentiment; we cannot but 
sheak the things, which we have 
seen and heard. Asa full exhi- 
bition of the truth is so capital a 
part of ministerial duty, how in- 
clispensable it is, that every min- 
ister fully believe the truth. 
For we are not to suppose that 
an honest man’s preaching will 
go beyond his belief. 

The beneficial effects of dis- 
playing evangelical truth need 
not be particularly described. 
They have been acknowledged 
in all ages of Christianity. The 
conversion of sinners, and the 
progressive holiness of the saints 
have taken place through the 
instrumentality of divine truth. 
On the other hand, how woful 
is the consequence of withhold- 
ing the truth and propagating 
error. It has been felt, and is 
now obvious to every beholder, 
in many New England churches. 
Their faith, and with it their 
discipline and morals have been 
gradually corrupted. From the 
erroneous sentiments and loose 
conduct of ministers, multitudes 
of nominal Christians have taken 
a licence to cast off the restraints 
of the law and gospel, and to live 
according to the course of this 
world. They no longer feel the 
obligations of their holy profes- 
sion, and are not distinguished 
from the children of disobedi- 
ence. All the evils found in the 
churches are promoted by erro- 
neous, unfaithful preachers. 
Their influence is pernicious al- 
so, with respect to men in gene- 
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ral. Conviction of sin is pre- 
vented. The wicked, instead of 
being solemnly warned, are flat- 
tered with delusions, and so 
sleep, undisturbed, in an impen- 
itent state. Go to the places, 
where the salutary truths of the 
gospel are withheld, and false 
theories, empty declamations, or 
cold moral.essays are substitut- 
ed in their place. Do you find 
sinners deeply impressed with 
the criminality of living without 
God in the world, and with the 
importance of a penitent, godly 
life ? Do you hear them serious- 
ly proposing the question, What 
shall we do to be saved? a ques- 
tion, which the apostles always 
rejoiced to hear, and were ready 
to answer, but which many cler- 
gymen at this day totally dis- 
countenance, and treat with 
scorn. What a pestilence in 
the Christian world is the influ- 
ence of such ministers. Even 
the most godly have their share 
of the injury. What edification 
can they derive from the instruc- 
tions of God’s house, when the 
most momentous truths are 
passed over in contemptuous si- 
lence ? What a disturbance and 
grief must it be to them, if, 
when going to the temple of re- 
ligion, they cannot know, but 
that in the place where the light 
of heaven should shine, they 
shall be overshadowed with the 
mists of error? Does not men’s 
attendance upon the gospel min- 
istry, as it is conducted in many 
parts of New England, instead 
of promoting their salvation 
through belief of the truth, tend 
to a contrary purpose ° 
Ministers, who are not estab- 
lished in the belief and love of 
the gospel, will not be faithful in 
Christ’s cause. They will not 


cultivate his vineyard, but leave 
it tobe laid waste. They will 
resemble the shepherds so se- 
verely reproved by Ezekiel, who 
Sed themselves and not the flock. 
The diseased ye have not strength- 
ened, said God by the prophet, 
neither have ye healed that which 
was sick, netther have ye bound 
uft that which was broken, nei- 
ther have ye brought againthat 
which was driven away, neither 
have ye sought that which was lost. 
They subject themselves to the 
fatal sentence of those, who daub 
with untempered mortar, who heal 
wounds slightly, and cry, Peace, 
freace, when there ts no freace. 


When, therefore, churches © 


are negligent of the religious 
sentiments and the piety of their 
ministers, they show themselves 
wholly unconcerned respecting 
the effects of the gospel dispensa- 
tion. Ina degree they are re- 
sponsible for all the mischief 
which is done by unqualified 
teachers. They are guilty of 
encouraging and supporting 
those, who not only refuse to go 
into the kingdom of heaven them- 
selves, but, by the errors of their 
faith and the unholiness of their 
example, hinder others from 
entering. So that, if the woful 
influence of erroneous teachers 
is seen in the corruption of the 
faith, the discipline, and the 
morality of the churches; if 
nominal Christians are loosed 
from the restraints of religion, 
and openly conformed to the 
world; if conviction of sin is 
prevented, and the impenitent 
are flattered and hardened; and 
if God’s own people, instead of 
being edified and comforted, lose 
the sensible blessings of religion, 
pine for want of spiritual food, 
orare for a time carried away 
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with the current of popular error 
and vice ; if these, and other like 
effects take place, they are in a 
considerable measure to be 
charged to the criminal negli- 
gence of the churches respecting 
the religious sentiments and the 
personal holiness of gospel min- 
isters. 

Fourthly. Negligence as to 
the sentiments, which ministers 
hold and propagate, is an imflicié 
contempt of Christ and his gospel. 
Is it not his peculiar glory, that 
he is “ full of grace and truth ?” 
Is it’ not one great end of his 
coming into the world, that he 
might bear witness to the truth: 
that he might scatter the clouds 
which hang over the world, and 
enlighten mankind with spirit- 
ual knowledge ? Is not the mis- 
sion of the Holy Spirit to guide 
men into all the truth one great 
advantage of the gospel state! 
In short, are not the doctrines of 
religion the substance of the 
revelation, with which God hath 
blessed the world? And is it 
not through them, that God 
sanctifies his people ? How impi- 
ously, then, do many churches 
undervalue the gospel of Christ, 
yea, with what contempt do they 
treat him, and the design of his 
Jabours, sufferings, and blood ? 
To what a low ebb is religion 
reduced, how are the impres- 
sions of God our Saviour erased 
from the minds of his professed 
friends, when they can uncon- 
cernedly behold a flood of errors 
overwhelming the land; when 
they can carelessly see those, 
who are set for the defence of 
the gospel, breaking down all the 
boundaries of truth, and public- 
ly disclaiming, treacherously 
undermining, or “ subtilizing 


into an airy phantom,” those ho- 
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ly doctrines, which exalt Chris- 
tianity above the darkness of 
paganism. Must all these things 
be endured, as little differences 
of opinion, which should not 
lessen our esteem, nor interrupt 
Christian communion, and which 
do not unfit men for a church 
state, nor even for the sacred of- 
fice? What a false moderation, 
what a mere show of candour 
would this be in the churches of 
Christ ! What a forgetfulness of 
their obligations to him, anda 
betraying of his honour into the 
hands of infidels. At best, what 
an inglorious neutrality in a 
cause, which ought to be dearer 
than life ! 

Can we seriously survey New 
England churches, and compare 
their present state with their 
pristine purity, without grief and 
amazement of soul? What dis- 
cerning man does not see, what 
feeling Christian does not bewail 
the apostasy of these latter times, 
and the fatal success with which 
the open and secret enemies of 
Christ have laboured to poison 
the souls of men, and to effect 
the destruction of truth and 
godliness! Can we be Christ’s 
disciples indeed, and behold with 
unconcern, the darkness of error 
overclouding the light of the 
gospel, and veiling its divine 
beauty? Must not our hearts 
swell with sorrow, to see that 
men proudiy dare to villify, or 
studiously to conceal the eternal 
truths, to which the Son of God 
bore witness; that so many, 
who know the joyful sound, 
should love darkness rather than 
light, and offer their deluded 
souls a sacrifice to infernal mal- 
ice ; and that any who profess 
to believe the Bible, should be- 
have with such cold indifference, 
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as if they were no wise concern- 
ed in the honour of the Redeem- 
er; as if his cause might be 
innocently abandoned, and the 
treasures of wisdom in his gospel 
treated as empty speculations, or 
disputable, intricate points, and 
as if it were a-trilling matter 
whether divine purity and light, 
or moral darkness possess our 
hearts, and prevail in the world. 
Is this the way, in which the 
friends, yea, the churches of 
God show their gratitude for the 
riches of his mercy! What 
perfidious treatment of that reve- 
lation, which his infinite love has 
bestowed ! What an entertain- 
ment is this of those important 
truths, which flow from the 
mouth of the greatest prophet, 
and are supported by the strong- 
est and most moving arguments ; 
truths, which bear the stamp of 
ineffable wisdom, and are bright- 
ened by the lustre of an eternal 
excellence. And what lamenta- 
tion is added to our grief, when 
we consider, that these evils ex- 
ist in New England, where God 
hath made the clearest discover- 
ies of himself; where he plant- 
ed his church a noble vine, and 
his mercy cultivated it and 
rendered it fruitful from age to 
age ; in New England, for which 
God hath done so much in his 
providence, and which he hath 
honoured and blessed, as a thea- 
tre of his abounding grace; in 
New England, whose churches 
have been justly famed for the 
purity of their faith, the strict- 
ness of their discipline, and the 
influence of their piety, and 
whose saints God hath set up, as 
illustrious examples to future 
ages. Can they, who love the 
Saviour, and duly value his 
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word, view the apestasy of New 


England churches without blush- 
ing and amazement! ‘And will 
they not seize every opportunity 
to show their adherence to the 
adorable mysteries of his gospel ? 
What momentous arguments 
are these, friends of Immanuel, 
to raise your zeal, to add life and 
constancy to your endeavours 
and fervour to your prayers for 
the defence of the truth. The 
eternal love of God, who sent his 
Son to illuminate your souls with 
celestial Lyewledge; the won- 
ders of thgé,Saviour’s grace ; the 
native beauty, the divine simplici- 
ty of the gospel, surrounded 
with all the glories of redeeming 
love, recommended by every con- 
sideration of gratitude and duty, 
and testified by the loudest ap- 
plauses of angelic hosts, furnish 
an endless train of irresistible 
motives, and conspire to animate 
your hearts with holy ardour in 
the cause of Zion. Lift up your 
eyes, and behold your exalted 
Lord. From his glorious throne 
he looks down to notice the or- 
der, the purity, and fidelity of his 
churches. He directs your eye 
to the scorn of the multitude, 
the hatred of the learned, the 
blindness and rage of rulers, and 
the furious efforts of infernal 
spirits, which afflicted him, but 
could never shake his resolution, 
or drive him from his cause. 
He points to the shame he despi- 
sed, to purchase honour for you ; 
to his torturing cross and dying 
blood, which saved you from 
everlasting death. He repre- 
sents to you the alluring glories 
of a forgiving God, the pure joys 
of faith, and the eternal pleasures 
of the sanctuary above. He re- 
minds you of what his almighty 
arm wrought for your forefa- 
thers, and shows the blessings, 
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which are deposited in this fa- 
voured land, as the goodly heri- 
tage of you and your-children. 
And he waits to see what in- 
fluence all these arguments will 
have upon you, and what return 
you will make for all this display 
of goodness. Will you, then, 
with an unfecling heart, see him 
robbed of his majesty and glory, 
and his cause basely betrayed? 
Will you consider it, as a matter 
of indifference, whether his min- 
isters preach, or Wgjchurches 
receive the distingtuisigag truths 
of his word! Can youy without 
emotion, see the dangers which 
beset unwary souls, and the ap- 
proaching ruin of this declining 
age ' Churches of New England, 
once comely and glorious, arise 
from your bed of sloth. Cast 
off the lukewarmness, which is 
so hated of God. Show your- 
selves on the Redeemer’s side. 
Sacrifice all other interests, 
however dear, to the interest of 
truth ; all other passions, how- 
ever strong, to the cause of 
Zion, and ali other persons, how- 
ever great and honourable, to 
the honour of Christ. Behold 
the grace of your exalted Sa- 
viour, and hear that voice of 
mingled love and terror, which 
once warned the lapsed Ephe- 
sian church, and now warns 
you; Remember, therefore, from 
whence thou art fallen, and re- 
frent, and do thy first works ; or 
else I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy candlestick 
eut of its filace, excefit thou re- 
frent. Pastor. 
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ON THE DOCTRINE OF PERSE- 
VERANCE. 

Tue reader doubtless recol- 

lects, that in the Panoplist for 
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August, 1806, page 107, com- 
menced some remarks, under 
the signature of J. C. on the 
difficulties supposed by the wri- 
ter to be involved in the doctrine 
of saints’ frerseverance. Sub- 
joined to these are some obser- 
vations by another hand,* avow- 
edly in reply to the former, and 
designed to elucidate the doc- 
trine, and remove the difficulties 
suggested. The writer of the 
former remarks has no wish, 
nor design, to enter into a 
public discussion of the doctrine 
in question. The difficulties 
proposed were ebvious. It was 
certainly desirable, that, if capa- 
ble of a satisfactory explanation, 
they should receive it. These 
observations explain the motives 
of his first publication. He is 
about again to trespass on the 
patience of the public ; and they 
may again demand his reasons. 
They will be found in what fol- 
lows. 

He acknowledges, with pleas- 
ure, the spirit of candour, which 
apparently dictated the observa- 
tions of LurnHer. He acknowl- 
edges, likewise, the force and 
pertinency of many of his obser- 
vations. If we are to view the 
arguments of LurHER as in- 
tended to defend this doctrine 
upon the ancient, Calvinistic 
ground, it is readily conceded, 
that many of them are by no 
means destitute of force and in- 
genuity. But were they intend- 
ed to defend it on ¢his ground ! 
We certainly conceive they were 
not. We may have mistakea 
the design of the writer. If so, 
we assure him che mistake is in- 
voluntary. The opinion of an- 
cient Calvinists was, that the re- 
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generate do ever, and at all 
times, retain some moral qual- 
ities, which distinguish them 
from the unregenerate ; that, in 
the language of the apostle, ‘icy 
cannot sin, unto death, because 
their seed remaineth in them. But 
this opinion, to our apprehen- 
sion, is not the foundation, on 
which Luther’s arguments rest. 
For, in answer to the question of 
J.C. What would have become of 
David, had he died in the midst 
of his crimes? LuTuer replies, 
“Jf he had died imftenttent, he 
would have been lost.”” Here, it 
is conceived, the author fairly 
concedes, that, in his opinion, 
David did totally apostatize from 
God and holiness ; that he fell, 
for a time, into precisely the 
same moral state, in which he 
was previously to his conver- 
sion. What Lurner believes 
concerning David, he doubtless 
believes concerning other good 
men. He believes, that they are 
sometimes entirely holy, and 
sometimes entirely sinful. He 
not only believes, with the disci- 
ples of Mr. Westey, that there 
are some instances, in which 
saints fall from holiness; but, 
that they frequently do this ; 
indeed, that the life of every 
Christian is little else, than an 
alternate rising into holiness, 
and sinking into sin. But though 
he agrees with the disciples of 
WEsL&y, in believing that saints 
fall from holiness, he does hot 
believe, with them, that any re- 
generate person will tinally per- 
ish. He supposes, that the cov- 
enant of grace, though it does 
not prevent those who embrace 
it from becoming just as siniul 
as they were beiore, does, how- 
ever, secure. them from eternal 
perdition. 


Vol. Il. No. 5. Ex 


On supposition that J.C. a- 
greed with the Methodists, as to 
the final defectibility of saints, 
what would Lutaer have him 
do ? Would he have him believe, 
with Calvinists, that those who 
are born of God are always dis- 
tinguished, by the temper of 
their hearts, from the unrenew- 
ed? No: he would have him 
believe no such thing. He is to 
meet the common opiion of 
Calvinists only half way ; he must 
embrace their belief of the final 
salvation of the regenerate, but 
reject their belief that the regen- 
erate always continue possessed 
of a holy principle. 

If these be indeed the senti- 
ments of LuTHER, it is impossi- 
ble for us to perceive the perti- 
nency or propriety of his re- 
marks. On the ground, which 
he occupies, unless we have mis- 
taken that ground, we conceive 
it impossible to defend the doc- 
trine which he advocates. This 
is the reason of our again re- 
questing the attention of Lu- 
THER and the public to our re- 
marks ; because his arguments, 
however clear and forcible, in 
themselves, yet, resting, as we 
conceive, on an unstable founda- 
tion, have no tendency to obviate 
the difliculties we before suggest- 
ed. Consistently enough with 
his scheme, God may be said to 
persevere in his determination 
to glorify the saints; but with 
no propriety can the saints be 
said to persevere, unless perse- 
vering, and no¢ persevering, are 
terms of the same import. 

Nor is it true, according to 
this theory, that God perseveres 
in his love to saints. If they be, 
at times, destitute of every moral 
quality to distinguish them from 
the unregenerate, he cannot, at 
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those seasons, love the one more 
than he loves the other. If it 
be said that he loves them be- 
cause he designs to render them 
holy, and-save them ; it is obvi- 
ous to reply, he had these de- 
signs when they were unrenew- 
ed; and yet he had, then, no 
more complacency in ¢Aem, than 
ih any other persons of the same 
moral character, not compre- 
hended in his designs of salva- 
tion. Heb. v. 4, 5, 6. Jt is im- 
fiossible for those, who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and have been made 
jrartakers of tlie Holy Ghost, and 
have tasted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to 
come, if they shali fall away, to 
renew them again to refientance. 
LuTHeErR tells us, that these 
words relate to real saints, and 
not, as some have supposed, to 
awakened sinners, partially re- 
formed. Between these two 
opinions we make no decision ; 
but would ask how this sense of 
the text coincides with the doc- 
trine under consideration! The 
apostle, if speaking to re- 
newed persons, tells them what 
would be the consequence 
should they fail away. It 
would be impossible to renew 
them again to repentance. 
This is Lurner’s explanation 
of the passage: but he still be- 
lieves, that David did fall away, 
and that every regenerate per- 
son frequently falls away, and 
yet is renewed again to repen- 
tance. Howisthis? Somebody 
must be wrong. Will it be said, 
that by falling away, the apostle 
did not mean simply falling away, 
however complete, but an irre- 
coverable falling away? .Then 
the text will amount precisely to 
this; “ Those, who fall irre- 


coverably, it is. impossible to 
recover ;” which would be true 
indeed, but not much in 'the apos- 
tle’s way of writing. Didany 
person need to be informed, that 
if he remained impenitent till 
death, he could not be renewed, 
by repentance, before’ death? 
Pray what defection was it, a- 
gainst which these Hebrews were 
so selemniy warned? Did the 
apostle mean to convey this sen- 
timent; “If you are once ex- 
cluded from the covenant of 
grace, it will be impossible to 
introduce you into it again”? 
How could they be excléded 
from this covenant? Not in ‘con- 
sequence of total apostasy, ac- 
cording to Luruer’s doctrine ; 
for David is supposed, by him, 
to have been in the same moral 
state, during his fall, as Paul, or 
John before his conversion. If, 
therefore, apostasy could have 
excluded him, he would have 
been excluded. 

LurvneER very justly observes, 
that “it is the method of inspi- 
ration, to shew saints, on the one 
hand, the crown of righteousness 
which awaits the’ faithful ; on the 
other, the certain ruin which will 
overtake them, if they ‘urn again 
to folly.” But do not they turn 
again to folly, who lose every 
particle of holiness, and become 
perfectly sinful? Yet he does’ 
not suppose, that certain ruin 
awaits such. Nay, he supposes 
thaf many such will certainly be 
saved. We are told again, that 
“the doctrine of perseverance 
ought never to be viewed in such 
a light, as to render persevering 
diligence in well doing less ne- 
cessary, than it would be, if the 
doctrine were not true.” We 
are by no means disposed to 
controyert this: But does not 
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what LurHeR would have us 
consider as the doctrine of per- 
severance render this less neces- 
sary, than it would be, if the 
doctrine were not true! The 
Arminian says, “ If there is in 
myself nothing of holiness, I am 
in a state of condemnation.” 
The Calvinist says the same. 
Whereas the doctrine in question 
asserts, that David, when abso- 
lutely destitute of holiness, was, 
nevertheless, in the covenant of 
grace; and, of course, that a 
person’s finding in himself, at 
present, no exertion nor princr 
ple of piety, proves nothing a- 
gainst his being in the covenant 
of grace, nothing against his be- 
ing an heir of glory. The Cal- 
vinist tells a professor, “ If you 
entirely lose holiness, you are 
lost.””. The abetter of the new 
doctrine tells him, or may tell 


him, consistently with his prin- 
ciples, ‘“ Every believer fre- 
quently becomes divested of all 
his holiness ; and therefore your 
finding yourself destitute of holi- 
ness, at present, is no proef of 
your being unregenerate.’”’ The 
one makes perseverance in well 
doing necessary to salvation ; the 
other does not.* 

The writer assures the pub- 
lic, that the above remarks are 
by no means intended directly or 
indirectly to operate against the 
doctrine of saints’ perseverance, 
but against an attempt to defend 
that doctrine on grounds, that he 
cannot but consider as unscrip- 
tural. J. . 


* See this doctrine more particu- 
larly considered by a writer in the 
Panoplist for December last, page 
299. 


‘ 








Selections, 


LUTHER’S LETTER TO ERASMUS. 


To the life of Luther, already published, it is thought proper to subjoin 
the following extract of his letter to Erasmus, which is here introduced, with 
some of the remarks which accompany it in Dr. Haweis’ Church History. 





* Ir has been often suggested, 
that the Reformers themselves 
were at variance on the most 
important doctrines of the gos- 
pel; and that Luther and Calvin 
differed greatly in the funda- 
mental articles of their creed. 
Whereas, except in the matter 
of Christ’s presence in the Eu- 
charist, all the eminent men a- 
mong the reformers of* that day, 
concurred in the same funda- 
mental truths. As I have been 
charmed myself (says Dr. Haw- 
cis) with the plainness and sim- 





plicity of the testimony of Lu- 
ther, exhibited in the following 
extract, I have produced it as 
the most conclusive proof of the 
sentiments of this great re- 
former. 

“ It is among our deepest mis- 
eries, and the proof of our sad 
declensions, that we, of latter 
times, have departed from “ the 
faith once delivered unto the 
saints ;” revived in that day in 
all its primitive glory: and, 
thanks be to God, after long ob- 
scurity, again rising in its bright- 
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ness in the present generation. 
May its great Revealer manifest 
his own almighty influence, and 
cause the word of truth to run 
anid have free course, and be 
glorified throughout the world. 

“Erasmus had attacked Lu- 
ther on the doctrines of predes- 
tination and grace ; and accord- 
ing to the present cant of ob- 
jectors, he urged, “ What can be 
more useless ma to publish this 
paradox to the world? namely, 
that whatever we do, is done, not 
by virtue of our own free will, but 
in a way of necessity, &c. What 
a wide gap does the publication 
of this tenet open among men, 
for the commission of all ungod- 
liness? What wicked person 
will reform his life? Who will 
dare to believe himself a favou- 
rite of Heaven? Who will fight 
against his own corrupt inclina- 
tions? Therefore, where is ei- 
ther the need or the utility of 
spreading these notions from 
whence so many evils seem to 
flow ?” 

“ To this Luther triumphantly 
replies, “ If, my Erasmus, you 
consider these paradoxes (as you 
term them) to be no more than 
the inventions of men, why are 
you so extraordinarily heated on 
the occasion? In that case your 
arguments affect not me; for 
there is no person now living in 
the world, who is a more avowed 
enemy to the doctrines of men 
than myself. | 

But, if you believe the doctrines 
in debate between us to be, (as 
indeed they are) the doctrines of 
God; you must have bid adieu 
to all sense of shame and decen- 
cy, thus to oppose them. I will 
not ask, whither is the modesty 
of Erasmus fled? but, which is 
much more important, where, 
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alas! are your fear and rever-. 
ence of the Deity, when you 
roundly declare, that this branch 
of truth, which he has revealed 
from heaven, is at best useless, 
and unnecessary to be known? 
What! shall the glorious Crea- 
tor be taught by you his creature, 
what is fit to be preached, ‘and 
what to be suppressed? Is the 
adorable God so very defective 
in wisdom, and prudence, as not 
to know, till you instruct him, 
what would be wseful and what 
pernicious? Or could not Hz, 
whose understanding is infinite, 
foresee, previous to his revela- 
tion of this doctrine, what would 
be the consequences of his re- 
vealing it, till those consequences 
were pointed out by you? You 
cannot, you dare not, say this. 
If then it was the divine plea- 
sure to make known these things 
in his word; and to bid his 
messengers publish them abroad, 
and to leave the consequences of 
their so doing to the wisdom and 
providence of him in’ whose 
name they speak, and whose 
messages they declare ; who art 
thou, O Erasmus, that thou 
shouldest reply against God, and 
say to the Almighty, what doest 
thou? St. Paul, discoursing of 
God, declared © peremptorily, 
whom he will he hardeneth; and 
again, God willing to shew his 
wrath, tc. And the apostle did 
not write this to have it stifled 
among a few persons, and buri- 
ed in acorner; but wrote it to 
the Christians at Rome: which 
was, in effect, bringing this doc- 
trine upon the stage of the whole 
world ; stamping an universal 
imprimatur uponit: and publish- 
ing it to believers at large, 
throughout the earth. What 
can sound harsher in the un- 
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circumcised ears of carnal men, 
than those words of Christ, many 
are called, but few are chosen ? 
and elsewhere, J know whom I 
have chosen. Now these, and 
similar assertions of Christ and 
his apostles, are the very posi- 
tions which you, O Erasmus, 
brand as useless and hurtful. 
You object, if these things are so, 
who will amend his life? I an- 
swer, Without the Holy Ghost no 
man can amend his life to pur- 
pose. Reformation is but var- 
nished hypocrisy, unless it pro- 
ceed from grace. ‘The elect and 
truly pious are amended by the 
Spirit of God: and those of 
mankind, who are not amended 
by Aim, will perish. You ask 
moreover, who will dare to be- 
lieve himself a favourite of Hea- 
ven! I answer, it is not in a 
man’s own power to believe 
himself such, upon just grounds, 
till he is enabled from above. 
But the elect shall be so enabled : 
they shall be enabled to believe 
themselves to be what indeed 
they are. As for the rest, who 
are not endued with faith, they 
shall perish; raging and blas- 
pheming, as you donow. But, 
say you, these doctrines open a 
door to ungodliness. I answer, 
whatever door they may open to 
the impious and profane, yet 
they open a door of righteous- 
ness to the elect and holy, and 
shew them the way to heaven, 
and the path of access unto God. 
Yet you would have us abstain 
from the mention of these grand 
doctrines, and leave our people 
in the dark, asto their election 
of God. The consequence of 
which would be, that every man 
would bolster himself up with a 
delusive hope of a share in that 
Salvation, which is supposed to 
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lie open to all: andthus genuine 
humility, and the practical fear 
of God, would be kicked out of 
doors. This would be a pretty 
way indeed of stopping up the 
gap Erasmus complains of! In- 
stead of closing up the door of 
licentiousness, as is falsely pre- 
tended, it would be in fact 
opening a gulph into the nether- 
most hell. Still you urge, 
where is either the necessity or 
utility of preaching predestina- 
tion? God himself teaches it, 
and commands us to teach it: 
and that is answer enough. We 
are not to arraign the Deity, and 
bring the motives of his will to 
the test of human scrutiny, but 
simply to revere both him and it. 
He who alone is all-wise and all- 
just, can in reality (however 
things appear to us) do wrong to 
no man; neither can he do any 
thing unwisely or rashly. And 
this consideration will suffice to 
silence all objections of truly re- 
ligious persons. However, let 
us, for argument’s sake, go a 
step farther. I will venture to 
assign, over and above, two very 
important reasons why these 
doctrines should be publicly 
taught: Ist. For the humilia- 
tion of our pride, and the mani- 
festation of divine grace. God 
hath assuredly promised his fa- 
vours tothe truly humble. By 
the truly humble, 1 mean those 
who are endued with repentance, 
and despair of saving themselves : 
for a man can never be said to be 
truly penitent and humble, till 
he is made to know that his 
salvation is not suspended, in any 
measure whatever, on his own 
strength, machinations, endea- 
vours, free will, or works: but 
entirely depends on the free 
pleasure, purpose, determina- 
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tion, and efficiency of another, 
even of God alone. Whilst a 
man is persuaded that he has it 
in his own power to contribute 
any thing, be it-ever so little, to 
his own salvation: he remains in 
carnal confidence: he is nota 
self despairer, and therefore he 
is not duly humbled before God ; 
so far from it, that he hopes 
some favourable juncture or op- 
portunity will offer, when he 
may be able to lend an helping 
hand to the business of his salva- 
tion. On the contrary, whoever 
is truly convinced that the whole 
work depends singly and abso- 
lutely on the will of God, who 
alone is the author and finisher 
of salvation, such a person de- 
spairs of self-assistance: he re- 
nounces his own will and his 
own strength: he waits and 
prays for the operation of God: 
nor waits and prays in vain. 
For the elect’s sake therefore 
these doctrines are to be preach- 
ed: that the chosen of God, be- 
ing humbled by the knowledge 
of his truths; self emptied and 
sunk into nothing as it were in 
his presence, may be saved in 
Christ, with eternal glory. ‘This 
then is one inducement to the 
publication of the doctrine ; that 
the penitent may be made ac- 
guainted with the promise of 
grace, and plead it in prayer to 
God, and receive it as their own. 
2d. The nature of the Chris- 
tian faith requires it. Faith has 
to do with things not seen. And 
this is one of the highest degrees 
of faith, stedfastly to believe that 
God is infinitely merciful, though 
he saves (comparatively) but 
few, and condemns so many ; 
and that he is strictly just, 
though of his own will he makes 
such numbers of mankind neces- 


sarily liable to damnation. Now 
these are some of the unseen 
things whereof faith is the evi- 
dence. Whereas, was it in my 
power to comprehend them, or 
clearly to make out ow God is 
both inviolably just, and infinite- 
ly merciful, notwithstanding the 
display of wrath, and seeming 
inequality in bis dispensations, 
respecting the reprobate, faith 
would have little or nothing to 
do. But now since these mat- 
ters cannot be adequately com: 
prehended by us, in the present 
state of impertection, there is 
room for the exercise of faith. 
The truths, therefore, respecting 
predestination in all its branches 
should be taught and published. 
They, no less than the other 
mysteries of Christian doctrine, 
being proper objects of faith, on 
the part of God’s people.” 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 
DR. DODDRIDGE, TO MR. 
PEARSALL, OF TAUNTON, CON- 
TAINING A REMARKABLE RE- 
LATION. 


“ THERE was a German, who 
laid himself out for the conver- 
sion of the Jews, lately in Lon- 
don, one of the most susprising 
linguists in the world: he form- 
ed a resolution, when but five 
years of age, of learning the 
languages in use amongst the 
Jews, without any reason that 
could be assigned ; so that the 
pure Hebrew, the Rabbinical, 
the lingua Judaica, which differs 
from both, and almost all the. 
modern languages of the then 
European nations, were as fa- 
miliar to him as his own native 
tongue. With this furniture, 
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and with great knowledge: of 
God and love to Christ, and zeal 
for the salvation of souls, he had 
spent twelve of the thirty-six 
years of his life in  preach- 
ing Christ in the synagogues, 
in the most apostolic manh- 
ner, warning the Jews of 
their enmity to God; of their 
misery, as rejected by him; of 
the only hope that remains for 
them, by returning to their own 
Messiah ; and by seeking from 
him righteousness of life, and 
placing their souls under the 
sprinkling of the biood of that 
ereat sacrifice. God blessed his 
labours in many places! In Ger- 
many, Poland, Holland, Lithua- 
nia, Hungary, and other parts 
through which he had travelied, 
more than 600 souls owned their 
conversion to his ministry, ma- 
ny of whom expressed their 
great.concern to bring others of 
their brethren to the knowledge 
of that great and blessed Re- 
deemer; and besought him to 
instruct their children, that they 
might preach Christ also. 

Dr. Doddridge adds, that he 
heard one of his sermons, as he 
repeated it in Latin: that he 
could not hear it without many 
tears ; and that he told him that 
sermon converted a Rabbi, who 
was master of a synagogue. 

Evan. Mag. 
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ANECDOTES. 


A NOTORIOUS swearer, who 
was a sawyer, being employed 
in cutting coffin-boards, and find- 
ing one of the pieces of timber 
out of which they are cut harder 
than usual, said tg his compan- 
ion, * This isa d—d hard piece ; 
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it will make somebody a d—d 
good coffin.” He had no sooner 


uttered these words, than he fell 


backward, and expired immedi- 
ately. It is remarkable that his 
own coffin was made from that 
very piece of wood of which he 
had been speaking. 

Serious matters, like death, 
should never be spoken of ina 
light and jocose, much less ina 
profane manner. 





THE INSOLENCE OF INFIDELITY 
SILENCED BY THE TESTIMONY 
OF TRUTH. 

A scorrinG infidel of consid- 
erable abilitics, being once in the 
company of a person of weak in- 
tellects, but a real Christian, and 
supposing, no doubt, that he 
should obtain an easy triumph, 
and display his ungodly wit, put 
the following question to him :— 
‘** T understand, Sir, that you ex- 
pect to go to heaven when you 
die: Can you tell me what sort 
of a place heaven is!” ,“ Yes, 
Sir, replied the Christian, Heav- 
en isa firehared filace fora pre- 
fared freofle ; andif your soul 
is not prepared for it, with all 
your boasted wisdom you will 
never enter there.”— 

‘For vain applause transgress not 


scripture rules ; 
« A witty sinner is the worst of fools.’ 





YOUTHFUL BENEVOLENCE, 

In the institution of Saint 
Catherine at Petersburgh, under 
the direction of Madam _ Bred- 
hoff, an elderly lady of distin- 


guished talents and sweetness of 


disposition, the following little 
circumstance occurred :—TIn this 
institution, which is supported 
by the Empress dowager, a lim- 
ited number of young ladies are 
admitted, free of expense, by 
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ballot; but others are received 
upon paying, as itis termed, a 
pension. At the last admission, 
two little girls, the eldest not ex- 
ceeding ten years of age, the 
daughters of a naval captain, 
the father of a large family, pre- 
sented themselves, and drew, the 
one a prize, and the other a 
blank. Although so young, 
they concluded that fate had, in 
this manner, resolved upon their 
separation ; they felt it, and wept. 
Another young lady, to whom 
the next chance devolved, drew a 
prize ; and observing the distress 
of the sisters, without holding 
any communication with their 
parents, or with any other per- 
son, spontaneously ran up to the 
luckless little girl, presented her 
with the ticket, and leading her 
up to the directress, said, * See, 
Madam, I have drawn a prize ! 
but my papa can afford to pay 
the pension, and, I am sure, will 
pay it for me ;—pray, let one 
who is less fortunate enjoy the 
good that has happened to me.” 
This charming anecdote was im- 
mediately reported to the Em- 
press dowager, who expressed 
the highest delight, and paid out 
of her own purse the pension of 
the little benefactress. 
Carr’s North. Sum, fr. 369. 





& GOOD HINT FOR MEN IN BU- 
SINESS. 

“ T ENDEAVOUR (says the late 
Dr. Fothergill in a letter to one 
of his friends) to follow my bu- 
siness, because it is my duty 
rather than my interest; the 
latter is inseparable from a just 
discharge of duty ; but I have 
ever looked at the profits in 
the last place. At my first set- 
ting out I wished most fervently, 
and [ endeavour after it still,. to 
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do my business with all the dili- 
gence I could, as a present duty, 
and to repress every rising idea 
of its consequences, knowing 
that there was an Hand which 
could easily overthrow every 
pursuit of this kind, and baffle 
every attempt either to acquire 
wealth or fame.” 
Lettsome’s Life of Dr. Fothergill. 





Ir is said that the late Rey. 
John Brown of Haddington, when 
passing the Firta of Forth, be- 
tween Leith and Kinghorn, had 
for a fellow passenger, one who 
appeared to be a Highland noble- 
man. Mr. B. observed, with 
much grief, that he frequently 
took the name of God in vain ; 
but suspecting that to reprove 
him in the presence of the other 
passengers might lead only to ir- 
ritate him, he forbore saying any 
thing till he reached the oppo- 
site shore. After landing, Mr. 
B. observing the nobleman walk- 
ing alone, stepped up to him, 
and said, * Sir, I was sorry to 
hear you swearing while on our 
passage. You know it is written, 
‘ Thou shalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain.” 
On this the nobleman, lifting his 
hat and bowing to Mr. B. made 
the following reply: * Sir, I re- 
turn you thanks for the reproot 
you have now given me, and 
shall endeavour to attend to it 
in future: but,” added he, “ had 
you said this to me while in the 
boat, I believe I should have run 
you through with-my sword.” 





Tue power of conscience was 
lately manifested in a remarkable 
degree, ina manof the nam‘eof 
Cooper, of Hawkesbury-Upton, 
Gloucestershire. He had long 
endured a great-horrorof mind ; 
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and, about an hour before his 
death, declared the cause of it ; 
which was, that, about forty years 
ago, he had assisted another 
man, of the name of Horton (who 
died about two years since) in 
murdering a Mr. Rice, a survey- 
or of the roads, whose body they 
threw into a well, where, soon 
after the fact, it was found ; but 
the murderers were not known 
till now.—How many dreadful 
secrets will come out at that 
great day, when the all-wise and 
almighty Judge shall make in- 
quisition for blood! and how 
dreadiul will be the operation of 
conscience in the world of mise- 
ry, in the retrospect of innumer- 
able crimes unpardoned! Bless- 
ed are they who have an interest 
in the blood divine, which clean- 
seth from all sin! £van. Mag. 





Srrx John Mason, in the reign 
of Edward the Sixth, being near 
his dissolution, and sensible he 





had but a short time to live, up- 
on his death-bed called for his 
clerk and steward, and delivered 
himself to them to this purpose : 
—‘* I have seen five princes, and 
have been privy counsellor to 
four; I have seen the most re- 
markable observables in foreign 
parts, and have been present at 
most state-transactions for thirty 
years together, and I have learn- 
ed this, after so many years’ ex- 
perience, That seriousness is the 
greatest wisdom, temperance the 
best physic, a good conscience 
the best estate ; and were I to 
live again, I would change the 
court for a cloister, my privy 
counsellor’s bustles for an her- 
mit’s retirement, and the whole 
life I lived in the palace, for one 
hour’s enjoyment of God in the 
chapel.” He concluded with 
saying, “ All things else do now 
forsake me besides my God, my 
duty, and my prayers.” 
£van, Mag. 
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Review of Mew ‘jPublications, 


A Sermon, containing reflections 
on the solar eclifise, which af- 
feared on June 16, 1806, de- 
livered on the Lord’s day follow- 
ing. By Joseru Latrurop, 
D. D. fiastor of the first church 
in West Springfield. Second 
edition, Springfield, Mass. 
Henry Brewer. pp. 20. 


Tue aged and respected au- 
thor of this discourse has chosen 
for his text, Amos viii. 9. Z 
shall come to fiass in that day, 
saith the Lord, that I will cause 
the sun to go down at noon, and I 
will darken the earth in the clear 
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day. He observes, that as Amos 
was a shepherd, who watched 
his flock by night, he would 
naturally take notice of the 
different appearances in the hea- 


vens ; and that hence we find his - 


prophecy tinctured with astro- 
nomical allusions. He remarks 
also, that according to Archbish- 
op Usher, there were two eclipses 
of the sun in the time of Amos, 
which happened at solemn festi- 
vals, and struck the people with 
great consternation; and he 
considers the text as prefiguring, 
by allusion ta an event of this 
sleomy kind, the calamities, 
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which hung over the house of 
Israel. After these introducto- 
ry observations, he makes a few 
moral and religious refiections. 
1, That we have reason to rejoice 
in the firogress, which has been 
made in the sciences, and particu- 
larly in astronomy. 2. That an 
eclinse of the sun may froferly 
lead us to contemplate the gloomy 
changes, which await us in thes 
guiltu and mortal state. 3. That 
the darkening of the earth in a 
clear day brings to mind the final 
4. That total dark- 
ness at nooneday reminds us of 


~ the solemn scene of the Saviour’s 


crucifixion. 5. That the cheer- 


ul livht, which follows an eclifise 
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is a natural emblem of that moral 
change, in which a soul ts brought 
out of the darkness of sin and 
guilt into the marvelious light of 
furity, pardon, and peace. 6. That 
the obscuration of the sunin the 
sky bids us contemplate the unin- 
terrupited brightness of the hea- 
venly state. 

To those, who-are acquainted 
with the excellent theological 
publications of the American 
clergy, it will be needless to 
commend the correctness, per- 
spicuity, and simplicity, which 
mark the style of Dr. Lathrop. 
The following paragraph, which 
is tound under the frst reflec- 
tion, furnishes no unfavourable 


specimen of his manner. 

** We see innumerable worlds roll- 
img around us, at vast, but various 
distances ; with different, but incon- 
ceivable rapidity. These all perform 
their motions with regularitv, and 
observe their times with exactness. 
They obey their destination, they 
keep their order, they never inter- 
fere. Shall we not fear the power, 
admire the wisdom, adore the good- 
ness of that Being, who made and 
adjusted, who sustains and directs 
such a stupendous system, and ren- 
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ders it subservient to our happiness ? 
These rational sentiments are pleas. 
ant and delightful m theniselves; 
and far more conducive to piety and 
virtue, than the terrors of that super- 
stitious ignorance, which views every 
comet flaming in the sky, every ob- 
scuration of the sun at noon-day, ev- 
ery failure of the full orbed moon at 
night, every unusual noise bursting 
from the clouds, every strange ap. 
pearance in the heavens, aud in the 
earth, as awfully portentous of some 
dire, but unknown, calamity.” 

The following passages, under 
the A/th reflectzon, indicate cor- 
rect views of divine truth, and 
will be welcome to the Chris- 
tian. 

** How sad and gloomy is the con- 
dition of a guilty mortal, who, con- 
vinced of his numerous transgres- 
sions, feels himself condemned to 
eternal death. The divine law, which 
was delivered from Sinai m smoke 
and darkness, in clouds and tempest, 
thunders terror and destruction in his 
ears. But how happily is-his state 
reversed, when light, beaming from 
Mount Sion in the discoveries and 
promises of the gospel, breaks in or 
his soul, exhibits to him a dying Sa- 
viour, a forgiving God, a sanctifying 
Spirit? What joy springs up, when 
he finds the power of sin subdued, 
his enmity to God slain, his opposi- 
tion to the gospel conquered, and er- 
ery thought captivated to the obe- 
dience of Christ ? The light is sweet, 
and its sweetness is increased by its 
succeeding to previous darkness. Soe 
the hopes and comforts of religion in 
the soul are exalted by their contrast 
to preceding anxieties andfears. Ye 
awakened, desponding souls, look up 
to the Sun of Righteousness. He 
shines from heaven with salvation in 
his beams. However guilty, umwor- 
thy and impotent ve feel, there is 
grace sufficient for vou; there is 
righteousness to justify you, promises 
to support you, the Spirit to help 
you. Light arises in darkness. 
Turn your eyes ffom the cloud, and 
direct them to thesun. rist came 
a light mto the world, that whosoev- 
er believeth in him should not walk 
in darkness.. Look to him and be ye 
saved.” : 
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4 Sermon preached before the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America; by 
appointment of their standing com- 
mittee of missons, May 19, 1806. 
Published at their request. By 
Exvipuatcet Nott, D. D. Prest- 
dent of Union College in the State of 
New York. Phiiadelphia. J. Aitken. 
Tre preacher chose for his 

cext the following words, 1 Cor. 

xv. 58. Always abounding in 

the work of the Lord, 

‘‘ By abounding in the work of the 
Lord may be understood an acquiesc- 
ence in the divine government, and 
a constant and cordial co-operation 
with the Divine Being, in accomplish- 
ing its objects ; one of which, and an 
illustrious one too, is the establish- 
ment of the universal reign of the Mes- 
siah on earth.” p. 7. 

The object of the discourse is 
to induce the co-operation of the 
auditors in this work of the Lord 
with respect to the pagan tribes. 

With this view the author 
proceeds immediately to notice 
the following particulars ; viz. 
The certainty of Christ’s king- 
dom. Itsfrerfretuity. It is to be 
advanced by human exertions, 
Zo succeed in such an attempt 
will. be glorious. Liven to fail, 
after having made sincere endeav- 
ours in so good ag cause, will be 
glorious. 

We think a text might easily 
have been found more impres- 
sive, and better agreeing with 
the general design of the ser- 
mon: but we cannot easily con- 
ceive of a sermon better adapted 
to the occasion. 

Dr. Nott entertains very high 
ideas of the final progress of the 
ospel, and supposes the millen- 
nium is to Consist not of a thou- 
sand years literally, but either of 
aS Many years as there aredays in 
this period, i. e. 360,000, or else 
ot an indefinite but vast num- 


‘ee? 
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“ This opinion, that Christ shall 
reign a thousand years on earth, gives 
a very different aspect to the present 
State of things, and furnishes no in. 
considerable relief to the dark and 
dismal picture which this world would 
otherwise present. How different 
will be the entire view, should it ap- 
pear in the sequel, that the thousand 
years of peace promised to the church, 
are prophetic years, and denote 
not a millenary, but a vast dura- 
tion.” p. 11. 

Every friend to the best inter- 
ests of man would rejoice at 
finding this opinion supported 
by Scripture. How far the pax 
sages adduced in this sermon 
constitute such a support, we 
leave the reader to determine. 

That there is considerable 
force in the following argument, 


we think, cannot be denied. 

“In the economy of redemption, 
four thousand years were spent in 
preparing the way for the introduction 
of Messiah, the birth of Christ. Two 
thousand more in gry ew. his en- 
emies, and fixing the boundaries of 
his empire—an empire which is to 
endure but for a thousand years! 
Satan triumph in this world six thou- 
sand years, Jesus Christ one! Is this 
consonant to the dictates of reason, 
or the analogy of providence ?” p. 12. 

Another argument isthis. If 
the millennium continue but sim- 


ply a thousand years, the world 


‘ will not exist much more than a 


thousand years longer. The 
Doctor thinks, that according to 
scripture representation (Ps. cii. 
{sa. li. Heb. i.) the earth will not 
be destroyed till it shall have 
waxen old and decayed. 

“ As doth a garment, so God de- 
clares, that heaven and earth shall 
wax old. And till they have waxen 
old they shall not be destroyed. 
They must first be despoiled of their 
beauty, marked by the lines, and pal, 
sied by the influence of age.” 
or ars 
As this noble structure of 
heaven and earth appears so 
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sound and bright, after the wear 
of almost six thousand years, 
the author concludes that with 
common use it may endure more 


than one thousand years to come. 

*‘It does not appear that those 
heavens and this earth, which after 
the lapse of six thousand years, still 
display so much magnificence, and 
shine in so much glory, will, in little 
more than a thousand years, have 
grown old as doth a garment, and be- 
come unfit for use,” p. 18. 


A prudent man may judge 
how long a garment will last ; 
a skilful artificer, by examining 
the timbers of a building, may 
judge how long it will stand ; 
but none, it is believed, but the 
divine Architect, so thoroughly 
knows the structure of the uni- 
verse, as to foretel either its con- 
tinuance or dissolution, 

The following reflections, aris- 
ing from this extended view of 
the Millennial period, are animat- 
ing, and furnish a fair specimen 


of our author’s style and manner. 

“6 What ideas does this article give 
us of the designs of Deity in creation 
and redemption! How august ap- 
pears the character, how complete 
the victory of Jesus! Where once 
stood his cross now stands his throne. 
And the same world which once saw 
the transitory triumph of his adversa- 
ry, now sees his own abiding triumph, 
and pays to his divinity a perpetual 
homage. This glorious period the 
death of Christ principally respects. 
All previous conquests are uniunpor- 
tant. Those subdued by his grace 
curing six thousand years, will be 
few compared with the number who 
shall crown his final triumph. How 
great that number will be I dare not 
even conjecture. But, though I dare 
not, I love to agitate the question; 
to recount the hundred and forty and 
four thousand; to contemplate, and 
to become absorbed, in that great 
multitude of the redeemed, from 
among all nations, a multitude which 
no man can number.” 


In relation to that happiness 
which believers will experience, 


at meeting in heaven, those, 
whom their charity has been in- 
strumental of saving, the preach- 
er exclaims, 

“ Moment of unutterable extacy! 
Angels, could angels covet, might 
emulate vour bliss, and sigh to be. 
come partakers in it.” p. 33. . 

Will not the angels experience 
as great bliss at beholding the 
redeemed of the Lord return 
to Zion, as any of their fellow 
beings, who may have been in- 
strumental in bringing them 
thither ? 

Though we cannot give our 
unqualified approbation of this 
sermon, we, on the whole, con, 
sider it as possessing no ordina- 
ry degree of merit. It is evans 
gelical and deeply impressive. 
The author imitates, with much 
success, the thundering elo. 
quence of the French pulpit. 
One can hardly read the follow- 
ing paragraphs, without believ- 
ing, that the writer had received 
the falling mantle of Pastor 
Saurin. In reference to the 
Pagan world he exclaims, 

‘* And now, O my God, what more 
shall I sav? Can the unfeeling heart 
of man contemplate miseries the 
most extreme, and not be moved ?— 
From the hill of Zion, beaming with 
light, and smiling with life, let me di- 
rect your view to the vale of darkness, 
and the shadow of death. 

“Yonder are the pagans. Friends 
of humanity, O that I could describe 
them to you'!—cold, naked, famished, 
friendless ; roaming the desert, burn- 
ing with revenge, and thirsting for 
blood.—Yonder are the pagans. 
Friends of Immanuel, O that I could 
describe them to you, assembled on 
the ground of enchantment, practis- 
ing the delusions of witchcraft, insult- 
ing the heavens by the sacrifice of 
dogs, and paying their impious adora- 
tions at the shrines of devils ! 

From these profane devotions, the 
hoary warrior retires. His steps tot- 
ter with age, he reaches the threshold 
of his hut, and sinks beneath infirmi- 
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ties, on the cold earth, his bed of 
death. No sympathizing friend par- 
takes in his misery, no filial hand is 
stretched out for his relief. The 
wife of his youth has forsaken him ; 
his daughters are carried captive ; 
his sons have been slain in battle. 
Exhausted with sufferings, and weary 
of life, he turns his eye upon the 
grave. But the grave to him is dark 
and silent. Nota whisper of comfort 
is heard from its caverns, or a beam 
of light glittersonits gloom. Here 
the curtain drops, time ceases, eterni- 
ty begins: Mighty God, how awful is 
the scene which follows! But I dare 
not attempt to lift the veil that cov- 
ers it. A moment since, and this 
immortal soul was within the reach 
of prayer: now its destiny is fixed, 
and just, eternal Sovereign! are thy 
decisions.” p. 28, 29. 

Again ; 

‘* Can it be that the tender mercies 
of such an auditory are exhausted ? 
Have you then nothing more to Jend 
to Jesus Christ ? Have you nolonger 
any alms to bestow on your suffering 
brethren, and shall I tell them you 
have not? shall I recall the mission- 
aries you have sent them, and extin- 
guish the hopes which your former 
charities have inspired ? Shall I pro- 
nounce on the savages their doom, 
shall I say to the pagan just emerg- 
ing from the gloom of nature and di- 
recting his steps towards the hill of 
life, Go back into your forest, cover 
again your altar with victims, mutter 
your nightly orisons to the stars, and be 
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satisfied with the vain hope ef the coun- 
try beyond the hills? Are these the 
sentiments of Christians ; Christians 
whose hearts have been softened by 
redeeming love, whose immortal 
hopes rest on sovereign mercy, and 
whose unceasing song, through eter- 
nal ages, will be, grace, rich grace ?” 
p. 37, 38. 


The Hurt that Sin doth to Be- 
lievers ; to which is added,a 
word of entreaty to all those, 
that name the name of Christ, 
to depart from iniquity. By 
NaTHANIEL McIntire. Bos- 
ton. Belcher and Armstrong. 
1806. pp. 41. 


Turis little pamphlet, the pro- 
duction of a layman in a humble 
walk of life, bears the marks of 
piety and good sense. The au- 
thor seems to possess an inti- 
mate acquaintance with the 
Scriptures. Some little inaccu- 
racies must be expected, but 
they are readily overlooked by 
those, who wish for a plain rep- 
resentation of important truth, 
and who prefer a pious senti- 
ment to an elegant period. 
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UNITED STATES. 

REGULAR intercourse has for some 
rears past subsisted between the 
General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian church, and the General Asso- 
ciation of the State of Connecticut. 
Lately the Convention of the State 
of Vermont have been received into 
the connexion. Delegates from each 
of these representative bodies at- 
tend and act at their respective an- 
nual meetings, and communicate in- 
formation concerning the state of re- 


ligion, within their several jurisdic- 
tions, and confer together, with a view 
to devise measures best adapted to 
preserve the harmony and advance 
the prosperity of the churches. 
Much advantage to the cause of our 
common Christianity has already been 
the result ; & it is earnestly hoped that 
the Congregational churches in Mas- 
sachusetts and New Hampshire will 
speedily make the necessary ar- 
rangements for joining in this useful 
intercourse. 
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The General Assembly, at their 
meeting in May last, received the 
following report from the Rev. Ger- 
shom Williams, their deiegate to the 
Convention of Vermont ; 

“* That agreeably to appointment, 
he attenced during the whole of their 
sessions, which were held at Pitts. 
ford—that he was received and treat- 
ed in a manner, which discovered 
bigh respect for the General Assem- 
bly ; that no very important business 
except the common concerns of their 
church, came before them—that very 
agreeable accounts were received of 
the revival of religion in various 
parts of the State—that the churches 
an that quarter appear to be dwelling 
together in harmony, and that with- 
in the term of three years past, a 
very great change, favourable to the 
cause of religion, has taken place— 
that it has been a time of refreshing, 
in Which the visible church has been 
greatly increased—that they have 
come into more regular order; énd 
are combining their « ouncils in exer- 
cising the discipline of the church :— 
that they appear cordially desuous 
that the intercourse now begun be- 
tween them and the Gencral Assem- 
bly may be continued.” 

The Assembly, at their meeting ia 
May, 1805, submitted to the consid- 
eration of the several Presbyteries 
in their connexion, “an Overture re- 
specting the education of pious youth 
ior the ministry.” In May, 1806, 
the Assembly resumed this tupor- 
tant subject, and having been made ac- 
quainted with the opinions of the sev- 
eral Presbyteries, which happily were 
in unison, they “ determiued, that 
the part of the overture, which relates 
to the selection and education of young 
men of piety and talents for the gospel 
ministry, presents a plan, which they 
consider as well deserving their 
countenance and support. It is, m- 
deed, an obvious and melancholy 
tact, that the candidates for the gos- 
pel ministry, within the bounds of 
the Presbyterian church, at present, 
is greatly disproportionate to the de- 
mund, which is made for their ser- 
vices ; and that the rapid increase of 
vacant congreptions, taken in con- 
nesion with the south, who are study- 
ine for the tuinustry, presents a most 
gloomy prospect of what is likely to 
Be tec tute of vur elurch in a few 


years, if prompt and effectual mea. 
sures be not taken to furnish a supply 
of ministers, much greater than the 
existing state of things is likely to 
produce. The Assembly were, in. 
deed, deeply affected by the view, 
which they had taken of this subject, 
and were extremely solicitous to 
adopt the most efficient measures, 
which circumstances permit, to rem- 
edy the evil, which exists, and to pre- 
vent its augmentation. But, as the 
Presbyterics of which the Assembly 
have the oversight, are scattered 
over a wide extent of country, and 
their circumstances are known to be 
extremely various, it occurred, that 
an absolute injunction on all the Pres- 
byteries immediately to enter on the 
execution of the plan proposed, might 
bear hard on some, if not be entirely 
incapable of execution. On the other 
hand, merely to recommend an atten- 
tion to the plan, without attaching 
any responsibility to the neglect of 
the recommendation, appeared to the 
Assembly incompatible with the 
high importance of the subject, and 
with their own duty as the guardjans 
of the church, bound especially to 
provide for their people a supply of 
the word of life. It was therefore 
determined to take a middle course 
between these extremes, so as, if 
possible, to avoid the inconvenience 
ot both. With this in view, it was 
resolved to recommend, and the As- 
semély do hereby most earnestly recom- 
mend, to every Presbytery under 
their care, to use their utmost en- 
deavours to increase, by all suitable 
means in their power, the number of 
promising candidates for the holy 
ministry—to press it upon the par- 
ents of pious youth to educate them 
for the church, and on the youth 
themselves, to devote their talents 
and their lives to this sacred calling — 
to make vigorous exertions to raise 
funds to assist all the youth, who 
may need assistance—to be careful 
that the youth whom they take on 
their funds, give such evidence as 
the nature of the case admits, that 
they possess both talents and piety— 
to inspect the education of these 
youth during the course both of their 
academical and theological studies, 
choosing for them such schools, sem- 
inuries, and teachers, as each Pres- 
bytery may judge most proper 
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advantageous, $0 3s eventually to 
bring them into the ministry, well 
furnished for their work--and the 
Assembly do hereby order, that eve- 
ry Presbvtery under their care, make, 
annually, a report to the Assembly, 
stating particularly what they have 
done in this concern, or why (if the 
ease so Shalk be} they have done 
nothing in it;—and the Assembly 
will, when these reports are receiv- 
ed, consider each distinctly, and de- 
cide by vote, whether the Presbyte- 
ries severally shall be considered as 
having discharged, or negleeted their 
duty, in this important business. 

“The Assembly called upon the 
synods, which manuge the missiona- 
ry business in a separate capacity, to 
report their diligence and success in 
this work. 

“A report on this subject was 
presented by Mr. Matthews, in be- 
half of the synod of the Carolinas. 
From this, it appeared, that in the 
course of the year preceding the last 
meeting’ of synod, they had two mis- 
sionaries employed for about nine 
months each, at the Natchez, and 
parts adjacent ; and that the reports 
received from the missionaries gave 
ereat hopes of continued success, in 
the mission to that quarter :-—that 
one other missionary had spent one 
month in missionary labour, in the 
North Western parts of the State of 
North Carolina: that some of the 
missionaries appointed by the synod, 
had been prevented from fulfilling 
their appointments; and that the sy- 
nod have directed the Presbytery of 
Orange to ordain Mr. James Smilie, 
with a view to his returning as a mis- 
sionary to the Natchez. 

* The synod of Pittsburg did not 
make a formal report on this. sub- 
ject; but a letter to the chairman of 
the Committee of Missions, from the 
Board of Trust, which has the imme- 
diate direction of the missionary bu- 
siness in that synod, was laid before 
the Assembly and read. ; 

‘From this it appeared that the 
synod of Pittsburg, with a commen- 
dable zeal and flattering prospects of 
success are attempting the instruction 
and civilization of the Wyandot In- 
dians, residing at, and near Sandus- 
ky; that the synod sent three mis- 
sionaries thither last summer, each 
of whom spent two™months or more 


in the service, and were well receir- 
ed by the Indians: that the Indians, 
having expressed a strong desire to 
have the gospel established in the 


nation, a school for the education of > 


their children and tlie arts of civil 
life introduced among them ; the sy- 
nod, encouraged by these favourable 
appearances, had made the greatest 
etforts to follow the leadings of di- 
vine Providence in this case. 

“That they have employed the 
Rev. Mr. Joseph Badger as a stated 
missionary for one year; two white 
men as labourers, of whom one tobe e- 
veniually employed as a schoolmaster ; 
one black man (acquainted with their 
language, and hopefully pious) and 
his wife: they have also purchased 
sundry live stock, household furni- 
ture, implements ef husbandry, a 
boat for transportation, &e. all of 
which were to be forwarded to San- 
dusky, about the first of April last ; 
that the synod, animated with a noble 
zeal in this glorious cause, are ex- 
tending their views to the Seneca In- 
dians, settled on the Alleghany river, 
and devising means for bringing them 
“out of darkness into marvellous 
light.”—-On the whole, the Assem- 
bly were highly gratified by the 
prospects opened to them by the sy- 
nod of Pittsburg; and only regret 
the want of means to realize the 
blessings they present. 

** The following leiter having been 
read before the Assembly, they 
agreed to recommend, and do here- 
by recommend it to the attention of 
all rou Presbyteries, and the youth 
concermfed : 

“Tue College of New-Jersey was 
originally founded with a particular 
view to promote the interests of re- 
ligion, as well as learning, by train- 
ing up men of piety and talents for 
the ministry of the gospel. The 
Trustees of the institution have ever 
been attentive to this great object, 
and have made the most generous 
provision for the support and instruc- 
tion of theological students. As the 
encouragements here offered to such 
students are but litth known, the 
Faculty take the liberty of mention- 
ing them to you, and requesting you to 
co-operate with them in carrying in- 
to effect the benevolent. designs of the 
trustees, by sending hither any young 
men with whom you are acquainted, 
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who may need the advantages that 
are here to be enjoyed. 

‘* All persons who are actually en. 
gaged in the study of theology, at 
whatever institution they may. have 
received the preliminary parts of their 
education, may, on producing proper 
testimonials of their character, pursue 
their farther studies here at the mod- 
erate charge of one dollar a week for 
board, and enjey the assistance of the 
President and Professor of Theology, 
without any fee for instruction. 
This professor gives lectures to the 
Theological Students twice in the 
week ; and at eachsuccecding meet- 
ing examines them strictly on the 
subject of the preceding lecture. 
His course of Lectures embraces Di- 
vinity, Ecclesiastical History, Church 
Government, Christian and Jewish 
Antiquities, and the Duties of the pas- 
toral Office. He instructs those who 
desire it, in the Hebrew language, 
se uscful, and almost indispensable to 
a good divine. 

““ Atevery meeting, one or more of 
his pupils submits to his criticism and 
remarks, an essay or a sermon on a 
subject previously assigned. The 
Professor, together with the Presi- 
dent of the College, holds a Theolo- 
gical society once in the week for the 
discussien of important questions, 
immediately relative to the scicnce of 
Divinity. 

“The emulation and encourage- 
ment communicated by a variety of 
fellow students, the opportunity of cul- 
tivating any branch of science, and 
an access, at all times, to a large and 
well selected Theological Library, are 
other advantages of no small con- 
sequence. 

In behalf of the Faculty, 

SAMUEL 5S. SMITH, President.” 


I 


We add a half sheet to the present 
Number to admitentire the fol- 
lewing 

Report of the Trustees of the Hamp- 
shire Misstonary Society, made at 
their Annual Meeting in Northampton, 
the last Thursday in August, 1806. 


Tue Trustees inform the Society, . 


that the missionaries, employed the 
last year, completed their Ee peMYS 
Missions without any special incon- 


venience, with honour to themselves, 
and advantage and success to the 
common cause. 

Rev. Messrs. Payson Williston and 
Thomas H. Wood, laboured in the 
counties of Onondago and Chenango ; 
each of them fifteen weeks. Mr. 
Wood rode 1400 miles, preached 70 
sermons, administered the Lord’s 
supper once, baptism 15 times, visit. 
ed 11 schools and about 300 families, 
attended several conferences and dis- 
tributed the Soeciety’s books, as he had 
opportunity,and found there was need. 

Mr. Williston was not less active, 
laborious and faithful in performing 
the several parts of his mission. 

Rev. Royal Phelps performed a 
mission to the westward of only 8 
weeks. From his journal it appears 
that he had a truly missionary spirit, 
und laboured without ceasing, and to 
much effect. These missionaries, 
who have entirely approved them- 
selves to the Trustees, assure you of 
the respect with which they were 
commonly treated : of the readiness 
shewn to hear the word preached; 
to receive more private instruction 
and attend conferences for religious 
conversation. Their services were 
gratefully acknowledged. A repeti- 
tion of similar ones earnestly request- 
ed, missionary institutions highly es- 
timated, and their benevolent exer- 
tions almost every where thankfully 
owned, Often it was difficult for the, 
people to utter all they wished and 
experienced. In divers places an 
hearing ear was granted. The hear- 
ers hung on the lips of the animated 
speaker ; eager to hear, desirous to 
improve, slow to depart and ready to 
return. Impressions were made by 
the truth, faithfully and powerfully 
preached, which, it is hoped, will be 
permanent. The Holy Spirit working 
effectually with the word: renewing 
the heart and reforming the. life. 
They state that such is the destitute 
and helpless condition of many of the 
new settlements that they still great- 
ly, and probably will long need all, 
which the funds of this society, and 
other societies, will be able to do for 
their relief. Many of the infant 
plantations are small and scattered : 
some of them are divided in their reli- 
gious opinions, and some are broken | 
by sharp and unchgistian contentions, 


* Messrs. Williston and Wood had a 
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‘endlvy interview with the New- 
pre en Indians, under the imme- 


qualified, and inclined to undertake 
such a mission, and though yet little 
is doing, the friends of souls are earn- 
estly looking for the time when awider 
door may be opened to preach to the 
natives the everlasting gospel of the 
blessed God and our Saviour. 

Rev. Messrs. Joseph Field, Samued 
Sewall and John Dutton fulfilled a 
mission, in the whole, of fifty-four 
weeks, in the counties of Oxford and 
Kennebec in the District of Maine. 
Mr. Field preached 83 times ; 35 on 
the Lord’s day, and 48 on other days ; 
administered the Lord’s supper four 
‘times, and seven baptisms, inspected 
schools and attended funerals. Mr. 
Sewallrode nearly 1400 miles, preach- 
ed 133 sermons, visited private fami- 
lies, attended conferences, and per- 
formed other missionary labours. 

Mr. Dutton was equally disposed 
and enabled to discharge the impor- 
tant trust committed to him. They 
rendered useful services to the Socie- 
ty; their labours were gratefully re- 
ceived and crowned with success. 
All your missionaries agree in the 
utility and necessity of continuing 
these missions, of increasing the num- 
ber of labourers, and contracting the 
tield of labour. 

The labourers being few and their 
harvest plenteous, and desirous of do- 
ing more good, the field of labour may 
be improperly extended and the pro- 
posed effect diminished. Every thing 
cannot be effected, and should not be 
attempted, by a few persons in a short 
time, embracing a large extent of ter- 
ritory in their commission. Fearing 
lest they should not do what is expect- 
ed and allotted them, they are induc- 
ed to pass rapidly from place to place, 
and lessen their ministerial services. 
They cannot do what they would. 
Could three objects be gained; an 
increase of missionaries, a contraction 
of their limits, and a lengthening of 
their missions, much greater good 
would be effected. At present neces- 
sity restrains youroperations. Prov- 
idence may in time reimove these dif- 
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ficulties, brighten your prospects, en- 
large your funds, and furnish suffi- 
cient numbers to preach in remote 
parts the unsearchable riches of 
Curist, to the instruction, conver- 
sion and salvation of many thousands 
of precious and immortal souls. Larg- 
er contributions have been made to 
the funds in the new settlements the 
last year, than before. 

The Trustees at their last annual 
meeting appropriated for the present 
year, for missions, a sum not exceed- 
ing 900 dollars, and for books the sum 
of 400 dollars. You have now five 
missionaries in your employment— 
Rev. Messrs. Joseph Blodget, David 
H. Williston, John Dutton, Roy- 
al Phelps and Nathaniel Dutton. 
Messrs. Blodget, Williston and John 
Dutton, are employed in Oxford and 
Kennebec counties, for fifty weeks in 
the whole. Messrs. Phelps and Na- 
thaniel Dutton, are employed in 
Onondago and Chenan counties 
and on the Black river, for fifty-two 
weeks, making in the whole 102 
weeks’ service for 856 dollars. 

As yet but a few communications 
have been received from the mission- 
aries; these are of an encouraging 
and pleasing nature. As in former 
years the Trustees have attended to 
the distribution of books. They con- 
ceive that this object justly claims 
much attention, and must claim it in 
future. In this way continual and 
rich instruction is easily, cheaply, 
and extensively diffused. The books 
which have been sent this year to be 
distributed will appear by document 
(A) as will those which are now on 
hand. 

Availing themselves of a large im- 
pression of Vincent’s Explanation of 
the Assembly’s Catechism, a very valu- 
able work, made at the desire of sev- 
eral Associations, the Trustees have 
taken for the Society’s benefit 700 co- 
pies at a very reasonable price ; one 
hundred and sixty of which have been 
exchanged for 2,000 sheets of Tracts 
and other works proper for distribu- 
tion. Bound with Vincent, is a well 
written address on the subject of 
prayer and family religion, by Rey. 


Dr. Trumbull. The neat profits ofa. 


good work, called the Panoplist, ari- 
sing from the sales in this county, 
have been offered by the Editors for 
your benefit; and will add between 





























70 and 100 dollars to your funds for 
the present year. The Trustees state 
that several donations have been 
made by individuals, well wishers to 
the cause. Hon. William Phillips, 
Esq. of Boston, has given fifty dollars ; 
which has been acknowledged in a 
letter of thanks addressed to him.— 
Liberal sums have been received this 
year from the Female Association : 
see document.(B). It is believed 
that many streams will yet flow from 
that source into your treasury, which 
will benefit and rejoice those who 
need and desire pious instruction. 
The charitable contributions made at 
different times since the last mecting 
have increased the funds. The annui- 
ties have been generally though not 
wholly paid. Various reasons may 
have produced a temporary delay. 
Seasonable payments are useful and 
enriching to the funds: as monies, 
not soon needed, are loaned. The 
monies which have been received for 
the funds, will appear from docu- 
ment (B & C) being 1303 dolls. 34 
1-2cts. The expenditures from doc- 
ument (D) amounting to 1142 dolls 
53 1-2 cts. The present state of the 
Treasury with the report of the Au- 
diting Committee from document (E.) 

The Trustees hope they can say, 
Hitherto hath the Lorp owned and 
prospered the institution. Many 
have been disposed to advance this 
great and good work. While some 
have readily honoured the Lorp with 
their substance, and repeatedly con- 
secrated a part of their earthly treas- 
ures to charitable uses; others have 
been found and inclined to carry into 
full effect, the benevolent designs of 
the Society. The liberal aid afford- 
ed by numerous female associations 
for the purchase of Bibles and other 
suitable books, should not be forgot- 
ten and suppressed. No small praise 
is due to Gop for this very thing. 
It is what might have been looked for 
from the readiness of pious and char- 
itable women to do good; from their 
compassion for souls and theirearnest 
desire to spread the truth. 

The present state of the funds will 
notlet us doubt of being able to fur- 


nish future supplies for our distant 


settlements. But, since continued ef- 
forts require continued supplies, the 
friends of Curist and humanity will 
not discontinue them. Having begun 
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well, they will go on and further the 
important design. Many considera. 
tions will powerfully resist fai 
and weariness in this acceptable ser. 
vice of Christianlove. It will be use. 
ful frequently to recollect how man 
societies of Christians are engaged in 
this work. ‘With what views, in what 
ways and to what glorious purposes 
they pursue it: How their love and 
zeal, their faith and hope grow ex. 
ceedingly. Plans are ripened, means 
provided and instruments furnished 
to undertake very laborious, difficult 
and hazardous enterprizes in the 
cause of the dear Immanuel. In Eu. 
rope this work is pursued with unre- 
mitted assiduity and unabated zeal, 
with oe expectation and ever 
memorable success. In this country 
too, the same spirit, kindled from 
above, glows, spreads and strength. 
ens. Almost throughout the United 
States similar societies are formed, 
measures adopted, monies collected 
and persons employed to spread the 
savour of divine truth far and wide. 
The gospel of Curist is thus preach- 
edto multitudes, who, without such'be- 
nevolent aid, would live destitute of 
the means of e, plunge deep into 
ignorance and error, and probably 
transmit adreadful and odious inher- 
itance of ignorance, error and corrup- 
tion totheir posterity. It is not easy 
for those, who have been always fa- 
voured with a fulness of religious ad- 
vantages, duly to estimate their own 
mercies or keenly feel for their breth- 
ren famishing for want of the bread 
of life. 

It is refreshing and animating to 
dwell upon the good already produc- 
ed. The solitary place hath been 
made glad, and in the desert they have 
sung the songs of Zion. Churches have 
been planted, ministers settled, and 
the word and institutions of Crist 
have proved the power of Gop and 
the wisdom of Gop unto the spiritual 

of perishing sinners. The eyes 
of the blind have been opened, and 
the ears of the deaf have been unstop- 
ped ; the lame have leaped, and the 
dumb have sung the praises of re- 
deeming love. Christians have been 
edified, quicgkened, comforted and 
sanctified by the truth, ordinances 
and grace of Christ. This is the 
work of God; wondrous and joyous 
to our minds and hearts 
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i igh honour to be workers 
ae a God in forwarding the 
work of redemption, in building up Zi- 
on, in bringing sinners to the knowle 
and Liat of the faith, and pre- 
aring them for immortal blessedness. 
It is well to reflect that much re- 
mains to be done ; that much may be 


done by good people; that much is 
faased of them ; that for this pur- 


pose God bestows his bounties; that - 


all which they and others call their 
own is the Lord’s; that he demands a 
portion of what he gives, for his more 
immediate use. Such an application 
is acceptable; an odour of a sweet 
smelling savour unto God. He can 
abundantly bless you for your labours 
of love in his-cause. He can con- 
stantly satisfy liberal and holy souls 
from his own all-sufficiency and the 
inexhaustible fulness of Jesus Christ. 
Animated by such powerful consider- 
ations; impelled by such weighty 
motives,, will not the friends of Christ 
and of mankind perseyere in their 
prayers andliberalities, their services 
and efforts, until, by the grace of God, 
the wilderness shall universally be- 
come like Eden, and the desert like 
the garden of the Lord ? 


The Trustees suggest to the Soci- 
ety the expediency of recom 
tao ‘the several Congregational an 
Presbyterian Societies jn the county, 
a contribution to aid the funds of the 
society, to be made on the annual 
tad or on some Lord's day 
Near, as s judged most eligible ; 
and thatthis Report should be pebish 
ed, circulated and previously read in 
public. While doing good to others, you 
may humbly hope that God, who both 
ministers seed to the sower and bread 
to the eater, will not let you lack any 
good thing; and that he will increase 
the fruits of your righteousness ; that 
you may be enriched unto all boun- 
tifulness ; for which liberality of yours 
many thanksgivings will be rendered 
unto God through our Lerd Jesus 
Christ. 

In the name of the Trustees, 
SAMUEL HOPKINS, V. Pres. 


Ata meeting of the Society, North- 
ampton, August 28, 1806, read, ac- 
cepted and voted to be printed, distri- 
buted and publicly read, as reported 
by the Trustees to the Society, 

Attest, 
PAYSON WILLISTON, Rg. Sec. 
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DOCUMENT A. 
Books sent for distribution into the new 
settlements, 1806. 


No. 

SIBLES, 72 
Sele& Sermons, 15 
Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, 45 
Address to the Master, 124 
Lathrop’s 6 Sernrons, 20 
on the Christian Sabbath, liz 

on the Church, | I 
Religious Tradésmran, 3 
Connecticut Evangelical Magazine, 120 
Hen. dis. to children, 31 
Address from a Stranger, 61 
Best way to defend the Bible, 88 
Watts’ Divine Songs, 100 
Advice to a young-man, 21 
Coleman’s Incomprehensibleness, 10 
Catechisms, 24 
Davidson’s real Christian, 24 
All’s for the best, 25 
Emerson’s Ordination Sermon, ° 30 
Hale’s Sermon, 6s 
Report for 1802, 8 
for 1803, 40 

for 1804, sO 

for 1805, 60 
Tastructions and address, 40 
Plain Truths, I 
Porteus, 1 
Joseph’s discovering himself, t 
fivian’s Dialogues, 2 
Address, 2 

Bowles? last illness, a 
Life of Faith, 23 
Drop of Honey, I 
2 72 

Whole 1392 


List of Books on hand, 1806. 


No. 

Select Sermons, 16 
Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, 276 
do. on the care of the soul, 390 
do. Address to the master, 627 
Lathrop’s 6 Sermons, 120 
do. onthe Christian Sabbath, 45% 
Connecticut Evangelical Magazine, 360 
Hemmenway's Discourse to Children, 61 
Best way to defend the Bible, 178 
Watts’ Divine Songs, $70 
Coleman’s Incomprehensibleness, 40 
Davidson’s real Christian, 2s 
Hale’s Sermon, 6s 
Report for 1802, 8 
for 1803, 78 

for 1804, iso 

for 1805, 210 
InstruCtions and address, 241 
Vincent, 468 


Whole 4331 


DOCUMENT B. & C. 
Increase of the funds of the Hampshire 
Missionary Society, from August 29, 
1805, to August 28, 1806: 
Donations of the Female Charitable Association. 


Dols, cts- 

In Amherst, first parish, o 7% 
Ashfield, 8 25 
Chester, 6 62 
Goshen,  §mO 25 
Hadley, 27 68 
Hatfield, 19. @0 
Hawley, + “ co 
Longmeadw, , 16 


Northampton, 18 77 











Southamptoa, 

Springfield, 

Westhampton, 
‘West-Springfield, first parish, 
Deerfield, 


Total Female 


Balance in the Treasury last year, 
Interest on the same, 


@34 45 
16 6s 


Total of the fund of the female association, 540 80. 
Expended of this fund for 

72 Bibles, 48 

25 Seleé& Sermons, 21 

200 Trustees’ Report, 1805, for 

distribution, 

700 Vincent’s Catechism, 266 

Boxes, carriage, &cc. of books, 12 

Balance in the treasury, 183 74 


$49 80 


Donations in towns and parishes. 

Dols. cts. 

Amherst, Ist parish, 3r 94 
Amherst, 2d parish, 13. OS 
Ashfield, 22 32 
Belchertown, 53 
fore) 

50 

37 


Granville, middle pariab, 
Hadley, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Longmeadow, 


Westhampton, 

W. Springfield, 1st parish, 
Whateley, 
Williamsburgh, 
Worthington, 


co 
80 
oo 
oo 
47 
25 
oo 
77 
20 
80 
25 
97 
66 
co 
63 
80 
oo 
75 
00 
oo 
30 
75 
21 
$6 
59 
47 
50 


851 Os 


Donations made out of the county. 
Hon. William Phillips, Boston, 50 
Rev, John Dutton, Hartford, Ver. 2 
Ladies in Brookfield, west parish, 10 
Rev. Thomas H. Wood, Halifax, Ver. 

Jedidiah Stark, Esq. Halifax, Ver. 


From Doddridge’s Rise, &c. of Religion, 


Donations made in the new settlements. 
In Maine. 

Hebron, Gideon Cushman, 

Norridgewalk, 


* 10 dolls. omitied by mistake last year ere add- 
ed to this. 





Camden, Mrs. Bloomfield, 

Camden, No. 8, 

Camden, No. 7s 

Several others, 

Florence, No. 4, 

Sempronius, Esq. Stoyell, 
Miss Sarah Stoyell, 

Camillus, Jacob Sheldon, 

Marcellus Ell, 

Scipio, Luke Taylor, 

De Ruyter, Mrs. Catlin, 


One Owe 


a> on Gitee ten 


SUMMARY. 
By Female Charitable Associations, 
Towns in the county, 
Out of the county, 
New settlements, 
Profits of Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, 


—_——_— 
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DOCUMENT D. 
Expenditures of the Hampshire Mis- 
stonary Society, between August 1805, 
and August 1806. 
Balance paid to Missionaries employ- 
ed, 1805. 
Dols. cts. 
Rev, Payson Williston, 72 14 
Rev. Thomas H. Wood, 60 oO 
Rev. Joseph Field, :80 oO 
Rev. John Dutton, 80 oO 
Mr. Samuel Sewall, 72 ©O 
Mr. Royal Phelps, 31 00 
In advance, 1806. 
Rev. Royal Phelps, 72 00 
Rev. Nathaniel Dutton, 72 ©co 


Rev. Joseph Blodget, 
Rev. David H, Williston, 


Total for Missionary service, 
For Books. 
72 Bibles, 


25 Select Sermons, 
670 Watts’ Divine Songs, 
400 Trustees’ Report, 1805, 
750 Vincent’s Catechism, 


For the education oftwo Indian 
youths, 10 
Por boxes, carriage, &c.of books, 12 
Postages of letters, ac. 5 
Entertaining Committees, 11 
Stationary, 2 
Advertising, 4 
A counterfeit bill, s 


4° 73 
Summary of Expenditures. 
Missionaries, 
Books, 
Contingent, 


DOCUMENT E. 


THE Committee appoinied by the Hampshire Mis. 
sionary Society, at their meeting in August, 1805, te 
examine and report the state of the Treasury, ask leave 
to report : , 

That they have examined the Treasurer's accounts, 
and find them regularly charged, well vouched and right» 
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there ie now in the hands of the Treasurer 
Saat of dolls. 26 6§ 
an promissory notes, with good sure- 
' thes, on interest, the sum of 2056 55 ° 


Amounting to the sum of 2083 20 
Which is humbly submitted. 
ASA WHITE, ! tuditing 


JONATHAN WOODBRIDGE, ead, 
NATHANIEL ELY, ayer 
Northampton, August 26, 1806. 


Officers of the Hampshire Missionary 
Society, appointed at their annual 
Meeting the last Thursday in Aug. 
1806. 


His Excellency CALEB STRONG, 
Esq. President. 

Rev. SAMUEL HOPKINS, D.D. 
Vice President. 


TRUSTEES. 
Hon. JOHN HASTINGS, Esq. 
Rev. JOSEPH LATHROP, D.D. 
Hon. EBENEZER HUNT, Esq. 
Rey. JOSEPH LYMAN, D.D. 
JUSTIN ELY, Esq. 
Rev. SOLOMON WILLIAMS, 
WILLIAM BILLINGS, Esq. 
Rev. DAVID PARSONS, D.D. 
CHARLES PHELPS, Esq. 
Rev. RICHARD S. STORRS, 
RUGGLES WOODBRIDGE, Esq. 
Treasurer, 
Rev. ENOCH HALE, Correspond- 
ng Secretary, 
Rev. PAYSON WILLISTON, Re- 
cording Secretary. 


Standing Committee of the Trustees. 
Rey. JoserpH LyMay, pv. pv. 
WruiiraM Bituincs, Ese. 
Rey. Enocn Hate, 

Rey. SoLomon WILLIAMs, 
Cuarues Pue ps, Esq. 





EVANGELICAL SOCIETY. 

In the’ Western District of Ver- 
mhont, there has lately been formed an 
Association, by the name of “ Tue 
EVANGELICAL SociETy,” whose ob- 
Jectisto aid pious and ingenious young 
men, in indigent circumstances, to ac- 

ulre education for the work of the 

Ospel Ministry. The great scarcity of 
regular ministers in this thrifty portion 
of our country, and the recent revi- 
vals of religion in that quarter, led to 
the establishment of this benevolent 
institution, which was first organized 
at Pawlet, March 6, 1804. The offi- 
cers of the Society are a President, 


Vice-President, Secretary, Clerk, 
Treasurer, and a board of nine Trus- 
tees, chosen annually. by _ ballot. 
The Trustees are empowered to 
judge of the qualifications and claims 
of candidates, and to give aid to the 
extent of their funds. None are. to 
receive assistance m such as are 
hopefully pious, of orthodox religious 
faith, and members of some regus 
lar Congregational or Presbyterian 
church, and desirous to obtain an ed- 
ucation with a view to be useful as 
teachers of religion. The Trustees 
are to direct and superintend the 
studies and moral conduct of the 
young men, and when they shall have 
acquired competent knowledge of 
theology, and otherrequisite branches 
of science, shall recommend them ta 
some suitable board for examination 
and apprebation for the work of the 
ministry. Such young men as re- 
ceive aid from the society are laid un- 
der obligations to refund the loans 
made them without interest, should 
their circumstances ever after admit. 

Persons of good moral character, 
and sound in the faith, are admitted 
members by a vote of the society. 
Each member paysone dollar at least 
into the treasury, on his admission, 
and the same sum afterward, annu- 
ally. The society consists at present 
of between seventy and eighty mem- 


bers. 
OFFICERS. 

Rev. W1Lu1aM Jackson, of Dorset, 
President. 

Rev. NaTHANIEL Hau, of Gran- 
ville, Vice-President. 

Rev. Joun Griswo tp, Pawlet, Sec- 
retary. 

Ezekx1eEL Harmon, Esq. do. Trea- 
surer. 

The Directors, though their means 
are yet small, have already given aid 
to three or four young men, one of 
whom has commenced the study of 
Divinity. This seasonable and be. 
nevolent institution has our best wish- 
es for its support and success. We 
hope it may be instrumental, under 
the divine direction and blessing, of 
drawing from obscurity many young 
men of talents and piety, who may 
prove faithful labourers in the vine- 
yard of our Lord. Ofthis part of our 
country, as well as of others, it may 
truly be said, ‘* The harvest is great, 
but the labourers are few.” | 
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We understand that the New-Lon- 
don Association, (Conn.) at their 
meeting in June last, passed, unani- 
mously, the, following vote, viz. 
‘* Whereas, it appears that Arian and 
Socinian errors are spreading in New 
England, we judge it our duty to de- 
clare our firm belief of the divine Trin- 
ity in Unity; of the true and prop- 
er Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ, as taught in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and for substance maintained in 
the Westminster confession of faith 
andcatechism. And we recommend to 
the members of this Association care- 
fully to avoid all ministerial commu- 
nion with ministers who oppose these 
doctrines.” 

Own Lord’s day, May 25, 1806, was 
opened for public worship the new 
Independent or Congregational church 
in Charleston, South Carolina. Dr. 
Hollingshead preached in the morn- 
ing from Isa. lvi. 7. “ For mine 
house shall be called an house of 
prayer for all people.” In the after- 
noon Dr. Keith delivered a discourse 
from Hag. ii. 7. “ And I will fill this 
house with glory, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” This elegant edifice is built 
of brick, in a circular form, and of suf- 
ficient size to contain from 1500 to 
2000 people. The whole expense is 
estimated at 60,000 dollars. It is 
hoped this beautiful edifice may stand 
for ages to come, an honour to those 
who erected it, an ornament to the ci- 
ty, and a commodious place for public 
worship, to a large and flourishing 
branch of the Christian Church. 











SCOTLAND. 

In consequence of a project for the 
revival of the stage-coaches between 
Glasgow and Edimburgh on Sundays, 
to accommodate a numerous body of 
travellers, who have occasion to pass 
and repass to those places on that dav 
in particular, the Presbytery of 
Glasgow have had a meeting, to take 
the subject under their serious con- 
sideration, and oppose it by every 
possible means; In their observa- 
tions, which they have pnblished, 
they state, that “they contemplate 
with dread the awful change which 
must follow the imtroduction of this 
practice on the morals of the people of 
Scotland.” They add, that “the 
mail-coach may bea work of necessi- 


Scotland.....Palestine Association. 
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ty, but that the employment of stage. 
coaches on the Lord’s day is a direct 
violation of the Fourth Command. 
nmrent; and that if such abominable 
practices are suffered, they know not 
where the outrages upon the feeli 
of the public will stop, or how reli. 
gion is to be maintained.” Zo. Mag. 
== 

PALESTINE ASSOCIATION. | 

We understand that a society has 
been established SS — of 
promoting the knowledge of the Geog. 
raphy, Natural History, and Antiqui. 
ties of Palestine and its vicinity, with 
a view to the illustration of the holy 
writings, andthe promotion of Bibli- 
cal and historical knowledge. 

It has been regretted by all who 
have attended to the subject of Syrian 
Antiquities, that much valuable local 
information is still wanted for the il- 
lustration of the ancient historians, sa- 
cred and profane, who have treated 
on the affairs of that province ; and 
that, notwithstanding the learned and 
laborious compilations of Adriconius, 
Revenelli, Cellarius, Fuller, and 
Lights the more recent details of 
Reland, Calmet, &c. many of the most 
important points are still left unexam- 
ined: that there are many chasms 
which ought to be filled up, and a va- 
riety of easy and obvious facts that 
have been little, if at all, attended to ; 
which, if ascertained with precision, 
could not fail to elucidate many of 
the most difficult passages of the Sa- 
cred Seriptures. 

It atiurds us pleasure to hear that 
this Society are now engaging proper 
persons to execute this plan. When 
we consider the high respectability of 
its original Institutors and Members, 
and the importance of its objects, we 
cannot but entertain hope, that they 
will meet with every requisite’encour- 
agement. Evan. Mag. 

BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety have lately been favoured witha 
noble present from a lady of quality, of 
the sum of one thousand guineas. 

THE SLAVE TRADE. 

The Slave Trade has now continu- 
ed 303 years, viz. from 1503 to the 
present. It appears ona moderate 
computation, in that period, that the” 








number of slayes imported from Afri- 








British Slave Trade has been eflected. 
Since that period, a bill has been in- 
troduced into the House of Com- 
mons, to prohibit any more ships from 
being employed in that accursed traf- 
fic during the present season, beside 
those already employed. May God 
prosper the efforts now made to de- 
liver this country from d/ood-guiltiness/ 
Evan. Mag. 
By a letter from Rotterdam, in- 
formation has been received that Mr. 
Kicherer’s labours, since his return 
to Zak River, have been greatly bless- 
ed; and that the people who were 
dispersed, are in great part gathered 
again. Lo. 








MEDINA. 

THE newspapers state that Medina 
has been captured by the Wahadees, 
whose army has overwhelmed the 
whole country, and taken the city by 
assault, with prodigious bloodshed 
and devastation. They set fire to 
Medina in various places, destroyed 
the mosques; and having ransacked 
them of their valuable shrines and 
treasures, completely destroyed the 
tomb of the Prophet. After which, 
some thousands of females of the first 
rank, and a number of the principal 
inhabitants, were carried off into the 
desert.. A troop of camels were also 
sent ee yiees jewels and other trea- 
sures toan immense amount. 

Later accounts say, that ‘Since 
the pest. Sy Medina, the Wahabees 
have m further progress: they 
have excited alarm at Mecca, and 
have made themselves masters of 
Gedda.” 

_A war has also broken out in Bos- 
ma. The Christians in that province, 
aided by their neighbours the Monte- 
hegrins and Herzogovins, have made 
a great slaughter among the Turks. 

This extraordinary event will pro- 
bably render some account of Maho- 


Kicherer... Medina. 
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met’s tomb acceptable to the reader. 
We transcribe it from * A faithful ac- 
count of the religion and manners of 
the Mahometans, third edition, pub- 
lished in 1731. By Joseph Pitts, of 
Exeter,” father, we believe, of the 
late Rev. Mr. Pitts, of Southwark: 
Mr. Pitts was taken prisoner when 
very young, by the Algerines, and 
sold for a slave. Inthe course of his 
journies with one of his masters, he 
visited Mecca and Medina. 

“‘ Medina,” says this writer, “is 
but a little town, and poor; yet it is 
walled round, and hath in it a great 
mosque ; but nothing near so big as 
the temple at Mecca. In one corner 
of the mosque is a place built about 
feurteen or fifteen paces square. 
About this place are great windows, 
fenced with brass grates. In the in- 
side it is decked with some lamps 
andornaments. it is archedall over- 
head. I find somerrelate, that there 
are no less than 3000 lamps about 
Mahomet’s tomb; but there are not, 
as I verily believe, an hundred (and 
these not of silver,as some report; 
but almost all of glass.) I speak 
what I know, and have been an eye 
witness of. In the middle of this 
place is the tomb of Mahomet, where 
the corpse of that bloody impostor is 
laid, which hath silk curtains ail 
around it, like abed ; which curtains 
are not costly nor beautiful. There 
is nothing of this tomb to be seen by 
any, by reason of the curtains round 
it: nor are anyof the hagges (or de- 
votees who visit it for worship) per- 
mitted to enterthere. None goin but 
the euntuchs, whokeep the watch over 
it: and they only to light the lamps 
which burn there by night, and to 
sweep and cleanse the place. “All the 
privileges the hagges have, is only to 
thrust in their hands at the windows, 
between the brass grates, and to peti- 
tion the dead juggler ; which they do 
with a wonderful deal of reverence. 

“It is storied by some, that the 
coffin of Mahomet hang’s up by the at- 
tractive virtue of a loadstone to the 
roof of the mosque ; but, believe me, 
it is a false story. When I looked 
through the brass grate, I saw as - 
much as any of the hagges ; and the 
top of the curtains which covered the 
tomb, were not half so high as the 

or arch; so that it is umpossible 
his coffin should be hanging"there. 
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UNITED STATES. 


| DR. TAPPAN’S WORKS. 
We are happy’to learn that pro- 
S| posals are ‘shortly to be issued for the 
| publication of the Works of that emi- 
nent divine, and excellent man, the late 
Rev. Davrp Tappax, D. D. Hollis 
J Professor of Divinity in Harvard Col- 
| lege. These works, we understand, 
i are to embrace his public lectures de- 
+ livered tothe students, on Theology, 
| and on Jewish Antiquities, and a vol- 
» | ume of his'sermons. The whole to 
if be comprised in four handsome octa- 
+ vovolumes. Theprofits arising from 
| the sale of these works, which, from 
i i ; the high and far known reputation of 
| Dr. Tappan, as a writer and divine, 
we anticipate will be very considera- 
i | ble, are to be given to his widow and 
| | children. 





It, has been recently ascertained, 
that thémammoth, or American el- 
ephant, was a herbivorous animal. 
In digging»a well in Wythe county, 
in Virginia, after penetrating about 
five and a half feet:from the surface, 
the labourersstruck against the stom- 
: ach ofsa mammoth, the contents of 
tf which were in.a state of perfect pres- 
t ervation, consisting of half masticated 

reeds, wigs and grass, or leaves. 
) 6 Ch: Ob. 
| p— ) 
GREAT-BRITAIN. 

Proposats have been circulated 
for printing, by subscription, the ori- 
ginal text, c arefully collated with the 
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most authentic MSS. of the Ray. 
mayunu, a celebrated Shanscrit Poem ; 
with an-English Translation, accom- 
panied with elucidatory Notes. . It 
will form 9 vols. 4to. of 600 pages 
each, at 5 guineas per vol. : three vol- 
umes to be delivered annually. ‘ This 
Poem,” say the editors, who are the 
Baptist Missionaries at, Serampore, 
“is far superior in antiquity to. any 
of the Pooranus : and the veneration 
in which it has been held, throughout 
Hindoosthan, for so many ages, is 
scarcely exceeded by that entertained 
for the Sacred Scriptures throughout 
the Christian world; a circumstance 
this, which renders it interesting, 
whatever be its intrinsic merit. The 
work, however, besides furnishing an 
important clue to the ancient history 
of India, gives us such a full idea of 
the Hindoo Mythology, and presents 
to us so interesting a, picture of the 
almost unvarying manners and cus- 
toms of the country, as must render 
it highly ratifying to. the admirers 
of Oriental Literature.” Ch. 08 
A general meeting of the proprie- 
tors of the Lonpon InsrirurTioN, 
was held aa the 24th April. By a 
report made to the ietors, it ap- 
ear that. the m an. s have ad- 
dressed themselves to. the liberality 
of the city of London, for the grant of 
the site on which Blackwell fall now 
stands, for the erection of a commo- 
dious house for the institution. The 
total number of proprictors yet ad- 
mitted is 950; and that of life sub-. 
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ibers 72. A lib has been al- 
red “collected, which has cost 


67001 ; and consists. of nearly 8000 
volumes, comprising many works of 

at and increasing value. The 
whole sum received is 76,7101. 3s. 1d. 
of which 65,000, with an accumula- 
tion of interest amounting to about 
20001. is invested in Exchequer bills. 
Professor Richard Porson is ap- 
pointed principal librarian, with a sal- 
ary of 2001. per annum; under whom 
are two assistant librarians, each at 


1001. per aunum. 


The Marine Society has, since its 
establishment in 1756, clothed 34,191 
men, and 25,519 boys; and, in the 
quarter a tes 1805, 133 
men, and 107 boys; 47 of the boys 
being apprenticed to the merchants’ 
service. This society has now 60 
boys on board their ship at Deptford, 
ready and fit for his Majesty’s and 
the merchants’ service. 


The Brsuor of Lonpon’s Lec- 
tures on the Gospel of St. Matthew, 
and Miuner’s History of the Church 
of Christ, have been translated into 
the German language. 


DENMARK, 


The Danish government is occu- 
pied in meliorating the condition of 
the inhabitants of Iceland; a people 
removed to the confines of the polar 
circle, but interesting on account of 
the zeal with which they cultivated 
the sciences in the 10th and 11th 
centuries; and on account of the 
voyages, which they made to Ameri- 
ca. Iceland, almost ruined by various 
physical a litical evils, is about 
to be rest ; a regular city is 
building, to be called Reykiavig ; 
and it is already peopled by colonies 
of natives as well as strangers. A 
free port is opened; and a college, 
where the learned languages and nat- 
ural history are taught, is in the full 
exercise of its functions. 


Vol. IT. No. 5. Hy 


EAST INDIES. 

The Asiatic Society has united with 
the College of Fort William, in grant- 
ing an annual stipend, by equal con- 
tributions, of 450/. sterling, to the 
Protestant missionaries in Bengal, 
towards defraying the expense’ of 
publishing the original text of the 
most ancient Shanscrit. writings, 
and particularly of the Vedas, with an 
English translation. 


The subject of the prize essay, 
proposed to the students at the Col- 
lege of Fort William, for the second 
term of 1805, is the following: * On 
the ultimate Improvement of the Na- 
tives of India, in the course of ages, 
under the influence of the British 
government, in learning and the arts, 
in morals, manners, and religion.” 


Captain CuarLes Srrewart, As- 
sistant Persian Professor, has com- 
menced a Descriptive Catalogue of the 
Oriental Books and MSS. belonging to 
the Library of TrPPoo Sars, now in 
the College of Fort William. He 
has discovered in that library, a val- 
uable work in the Persian language, 
referred to by Don and Orme, as 
necessary for the illustration of an 
important period in Eastern history, 
and which was sought for in India by 
those historians without success. It 
is the History of the Emperor Av- 
RENGZEBE, from the 11th year of his 
reign to his death, a period of 40 
years; written by the learned and 
authentic MAHOMMED Sakti: 


M. V. Luwxar, head Pundit on 
the Shanscrit and Bengalce languages 
at Fort William, has ready for the 
press in Bengalee, A General History 
of the Hindoos, from the earliest ages 
to ee time: compiled from 
Oriental authorities, and particularly 
from Shanscrit records. He is also 
preparing for the press, in the same 
language, A View of the Manners and 
Customs of the Hindoos, as they now 
exist ; in which many popular prac. 
tices are contrasted with the ancient 
observances prescribed by Vedas. 

Ch. O86. 
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List of Mem n Publications. 


A Sermon, delivered at Hartford, 
at the funeral of John M’Curdy 
Strong, son of the Rev. Nathan Strong, 
D.D. who was drowned in €onnecti- 
cut river, on the evening of S¢pt.26. 
By Abel Flint. Hartford. Lincoln 
and Gleason, 1806. 

A Sermon, delivered at New-Bos- 
ton, N. H. Feb. 26, 1806, at the Ordi- 
nation of the Rev. Ephraim P. Brad- 
ford, to the pastoral care of the Pres- 
byterian Church and Society in that 
place. : By Jesse Appleton. Amherst, 
N.H.. Jos. Cushing. 1806. 

A Sermon:preached to the United 
Independent orCongregationalChurch 
of Dorchester and Beach-hill, (South- 
Carolina). at the Ordination of the Rev. 
james Adams, to the pastoral charge 
of said church.. By the Rey. Daniel 
M’Calla, A.M. Charleston. W. P. 
Harrison. 1799. 

The Christian Monitor, Vol. 2, a 
Religious: periodical work. By “A 
Society for pramoting Christian knowl. 
edge, piety, and charity.” Boston. 
Munroe and Francis. 1806. 

A. Discourse commemorative of the 
late Maj. Gen. William Moulirie, de- 
livered in the Independent Church, 
Charleston, (S.C.) on the 15th of 
Oct. 1805, at the request of the Soci- 
ety of the Cincinnati of South-Caroli- 
na, before that Society and the Amer- 
ican Revolution Society. By William 
Hollingshead, D.D. Charleston. Pe- 
ter Freneau. 1805. 

The Acts of Incorporation, together 
withthe Bye Laws.and orders of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society. Sa- 
lem. Joshua Cushing. 1806. 

A Medical Discourse, on several, 
Narcotic Vegetable Substances, read 
before .the .Miassachusetts Medical 
Society, “at their annual meeting, 
June 4th, 1806. By Joshua Fisher, 
M.-D. Salem. Joshua Cushing. 

An Address to the Members of the 
Merrimack Humane Society, at their 
annual meeting in Newburyport, 
Sept. 2, 1806. By Samucl Cary. 
Newburyport. Edmund M. Blunt. 

On the advantages of public wor- 
ship,a Sermon. By William Hollings- 
head, D.D. one of the Ministers of 
the Independent or Congregational 


Church, in Charleston, S. Carolina, 
Preached June 3, 1794, at the opening 
of the.newly rebuilt house of worship 
of the Independent er. Congregational 
Church, at Dorchester,. Charleston, 
Markland, M’lver, & Co. be 

- A Sermon, delivered before ; the 
Hampshire Missionary Socie@y, at 
their annual meeting at Northampton, 
August. 28, 1806. By jonathan L. 
Pemeroy, of Worthinggon.:, North- 
ampton. Wilkam Butler, 

Two Discourses, delivered. in the 
North Meeting-house in Portsmouth, 
16th June, 1805, it being the Sabbath 
succeeding the. interment of Mrs, 
Mary Buckminster, consort of the 
Rey. Joseph Buckminster, D.D. By 
Jesse Appleton, Congregational Min. 
ister in Hampton. W. & D. Tread. 
well. Portsmouth, 

Sacred Classics, containing the fol- 

lowing works: 1. Hervey’s Medita- 
tions. 2. Evidences of the Christian 
religion, by the right Hon, Joseph Ad- 
dison. Towhich are added, Discour. 
ses against atheismand infidelity, with 
aX preface ; containing the sentiments 
of Mr. Boyle, Mr. Locke, and Sir Isaac 
Newton, concerning the gospel revela- 
tion. 3. The death of Abel, in5 books, 
translated from the German ef Mr. 
Gesner, by Mrs. Colver.. To whichis 
prefixed, the life of the author. 4. De- 
vout Exercises of the Heart, in medi- 
tation and soliloquy, prayer and praise, 
by the late pious and ingenious Mrs. 
Elizabeth Rowe, revised and publish- 
ed at her request, by J}. Watts, D. D. 
Friendship in Death, in letters from the. 
dead to the living ; to w e added, 
Letters, moral and ent@rtaining, in 
prose & verse, by Mrs.Elizabeth Rowe. 
Reflections on Death, by Wm, Dodd, 
L.L.D. with the life.of the author. 
The Centaur, not fabulous, in six let- 
ters toa friend, on the life in vogue : 
by Dr. Young: with the life of the 
author. The Pilgrim’s Progress. 
Blackmore on Creation. The above 
works are in imitation of Cooke’s edi- 
tion of the Sacred Classics, embellish- 
ed with elegant engravings. Price $F 
per volume, neatly bound. New York. 
J. & T. Ronalds.. 
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Mrdinations. 


On the 24th Sept. the Rev. Exr- 
jan WHEELER Was ordained pastor 
of the Congregational church and so- 
ciety in Great Barrington. The day 
being pleasant, an unusually large 
concourse of people witnessed the 
solemn transaction. The Rev. Sam- 
uel Shepard, of Lenox, made the in- 
troductory prayer; the Rev. Dr. 
West, of Stockbridge, preached the 
Sermon; the Rev. Fakes Avery, of 
Tyringham, made the consecrating 
prayer; the Rev. Alvan Hyde, of 
Lee, gave the charge ; the Rev. Oli- 
ver Ayer, of West Stockbridge, gave 
the right hand of fellowship; the Rev. 
Nathaniel Turner, of New Marlbo- 
rough, made the concluding prayer. 

In North Yarmouth, October 1, 
GeorGe Dutton, to the pastoral 
care of the third society in that town. 

On the 8th of October, the Rev. 
Davip Tenny KIMBALL Was ordain- 
ed to the pastoral care of the first 
church and society in Ipswich. Rev. 
Mr. Abbot, of Beverly, introduced 


the solemnities of the day by an ap- 
propriate address to the audience ; 
Rev. Mr. Eaton, of Boxford, made 
the introductory prayer; Rev. Mr. 
Allen, of Bradford, preached from 
1 Cor. xii. 31. ‘* But covet earnestly 
the best gifts; and yet shew I unto you 
a more excellent way.” The charge 
was given by the Rev. Dr. Cutler, 
of Hamilton; the fellowship of the 
churches by the Rev. Dr. Dana, of 
ipswich; andthe Rev. Mr. Whita- 
ker, of Sharon, made the concluding 
prayer. The weather was very plea- 
sant, and harmony and good order re- 
markably prevailed through the day. 

At Colchester, (Con.) Oct. 1, 1806, 
the Rev. Ezra Stites Evy. Ser- 
mon by his father, Rev. Zebulon Ely, 
of Lebanon. 

At New London, (Con.) Oct. 22, 
1806, Rev. Aszt M‘Ewen. Ser; 
mon by Rev. Dr. Dwight, President 
of Yale College, from Acts xxiv. 25. 
“¢ Felix trembled.” 
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HON. WILLIAM PITT. 
( Concluded from p. 191.) 

Tue friends and the political ene- 
mies of Mr. Pitt have united in as- 
cribing to him considerable praise 
since his decease. Indeed the réad- 
iness with which Mr. Fox not long 
since consented to serve with him in 
the same cabinet is no small testimo- 
ny inhis favour. It seems now agreed, 
that Mr, Pitt was a great man, a per- 
son of transcendent talents, of high 
courage, of honest intentions, of much 
patriotism and public spirit, and of 
eminent disinterestedness. 

“Oh, my coyntry,” declared Mr. 
Rose, were nearly the last words 
which he uttered. The House of 
Commons has addressed the king, 
requesting that Mr. Pitt may be bu- 
ried with public honours, in the same 
manner as his father, the Earl of 
Chatham, and a majority of 258 


against 89 passed this vote, under the 
impression that a new administration, 
in which Mr. Fox will bear an emi- 
nent part, had been already agreed to 
by his Majesty. Mr. Pitt is termed 
in the address “an e&cellent states- 
man,” and his “loss” is affirmed te 
be “ irreparable ;? expressions in 
which it is obvious that all parties in 
the House could not acquiesce with any 
consistency. But the deep and un- 
feigned sorrow which is generally ex- 
pressed on this occasion, bears a 
stronger testimony than any vote can 
do, to the exalted place which Mr. 
Pitt held in the public esteem. We 
are sorry to add, that Mr. Pitt has 
died considerably in debt, we under- 
stand to the extent of 30 or 40,0001. 
With all, or more than all his father’s 
greatness, he appears to have inher- 
ited his contempt for money. 

However we may agree that a com. 
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bination of allthe talents of tlie coun- 
try may now be essential to its pro- 
tection, we cannot help considering 
the loss of Mr. Pitt at this awful pe- 
riod of our affairs to be an alarming 
aggravation of our national dangers 
and calamities. It has occurred at a 
time, when his acknowledged abili- 
ties, firmness and patriotism seemed 
to be more than ever requisite to the 
safety and welfare of his country. 
And we would not omit the opportu- 
nity of pressing upon our readers in 

neral, and, did there exist any hope 
that this hasty sketch would meet 
their eyes, upon his successors in par- 
ticular, the various affecting lessons, 
which the death of this eminent 
statesman, considered with all its 
circumstances, is calculated to afford, 
but which are too obvious to require 
a distinct specification. 

We should have rejoiced had it 
been in our power to say more re- 
specting the character of Mr. Pitt, in 
those points which we deem infinite- 
ly the most essential. There are, 
however, some other points, to which 
it would be unpardonable in us not to 
advert, and which entitle this great 
man to the grateful recollection of 
his country. 

The history of Mr. Pitt’s adminis- 
tration forms a distinct and most im- 
portant chapter in the history of the 
world. Let it never be forgotten, 
that to him, as the instrument in the 
hand of divine Providence, we are in- 
debted for the preservation of our so- 
cial happiness; of that invaluable 
constitution, which our gallant fore- 
fathers bequeathed to us, as the no- 
blest monument of genius, freedom, 
and humanity ; and of those religious 
institutions, which serve as way 
marks to a still nobler inheritance. 
This he effected in the face of what- 
ever could shake the stoutest heart. 
Through those tremendous storms, 
which the French revolution had 
raised, and which might have appall- 
ed the most courageous mind, his su- 
perior genius safely piloted the vessel 
of the state. If he had not possessed 
a mind sufficiently capacious to ap- 
preciate the extent of our danger, 
and sufficiently vigorous to withstand 
the desolating progress of revolution- 
ary principles, the fabric of our policy 
must have crumbled into ruins, be- 
neath the blows that were both open- 
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ly and secretly levelled against it, by 
men of bold, enthusiastic, and fero. 
cious spirits. Great Britain has lost 
in William Pitt the ablest champion 
of her constitution. 

It becomes us also to remember 
the firm and unshaken resistance, 
made by this great statesman, to the 
secret machinations, and infuriated 
violence of the French anarchists ; 
the courage with which he braved 
their rage, even when we were aban. 
doned by our allies, the splendid clo. 
quence with which he denounced 
their crimes, and animated his coun. 
try to persevere in the awful strug. 
g ; services, which justly entitle 

m to the gratitude of the civilized 
world. 

The first ten years of Mr. Pitt's 
administration was a period of peace ; 
and also of prosperity, unexampled in 
the annals of this or any other coun- 
try. By his wise and enlightened 
policy, under Providence, was Great 
Britain raised from the dust, from 
thet state of imbecility, degradation, 
and dejection, to a state of power and 
opulence, far beyondany hope, which 
could have been previously framed. 
It was then she acquired that strength 
and consistency, and developed those 
resources, which have since enabled 
her to occupy the first place among 
the nations of the earth. The suc- 
ceeding period of his administration 
was distinguished by scenes of turbu- 
lence and public disorder. The su- 
periority, however, of his genius was 
still manifest. Internal factions were 
dismayed and silenced by him, while 
the foreign enemy was kept in alarm 
for his own safety. It was not mere- 
ly that he electrified admiring senates, 
or withered, as with the force of 
lightning, the nerves of his oppo- 
nents: his countrymen at large look- 
ed to him asan oracle ; and felt their 
hopes revive as he spoke. They re- 
signed themselves to his direction, 
and rushed on with confidence, in the 
path which he pointed out to them. 
At his call, even when out of office, 
we have seen half a million of frec- 
men rush to arms, and array them- 
selves in defence of their country. 
The force of eloquence never wrought 
greater prodigies among any people. 
Indeed, of the fascinations of Mtr. 
Pitt’s eloquence, it is impossible for 
any one who has not heard him # 
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form an adequate conception. Its ef- 
fect, on some Occasions, more resem- 
bled that of the electric fluid than any 
thing else with which it can be com- 

ed; while, on all occasions, it 
flowed from him with a clearness, co- 
piousness, strength, rand majesty, 
which left every rival orator at an im- 
mense distance. 

A letter to a Friend, occasioned by 
the death of this great statesman, 
closes with the following striking and 
useful observations. 

“What if the voice of Mr Pitt 
could now reach a British cabinet? 
What if it could now command the 
attention of a British senate ? ‘What 
are the suggestions which, with his 
present views, be it more or less that 
his views are corrected and enlarged ; 
what are the suggestions, which, with 
his present views, he would now be 
earnest to enforce upon public men? 

* With solicitude ine 
greater than he ever felt on any subject 
of temporary concern,he would entreat 
statesmen and politicians habitually 
to bear in mind not only that they 
have a country to protect, and a king 
to serve, but that they Aawe also a 
Master in heaven. ‘“ Discharge your 
duty,” he would exclaim, “to your 
country and to your king jn singleness 
of heart, as unto Christ ; not with eye- 
service, as men-pleasers, but as the ser- 
vants of Christ, doing the will of God 
Srom the heart: with good will doing 
service, as to the Lord, and not to men. 
Be not ashamed of your God and your 
Redeemer. Hold forth the word of life 
before the eyes of all men, as the 
spring of action, as your supreme and 
universallaw. Hold it forth by meas- 
ures conformable to its dictates : hold 
it forth by the stedfast avowal of the 
principles which it teaches, of the mo- 
tives which it enjoins. By the rules 
which it delivers, by the spirit which 
it inculcates, try all your proceedings. 
Urge not the difficulties of your situ- 
ation as a plea forsin. ‘To you, to ev- 
ery man, belongs the assurance, My 
grace is sufficient for thee. Ex- 

pel iniquity from your system. Will 
you say that the machine of govern- 
ment cannot pursue its course, unless 
the path be smoothed by corruption? 
Will you say that the interests of your 
country cannot be upheld, unless a dis- 
tant quarter of the globe be desolated 
to support them? Will you say that 


Mrs. Hannah Hodge. 245 


the security of the free Briton will be 
endangered, unless the man-stealer, 
against whom God has denounced his 
curse, receive from you licence and 
ction? Wil] you say, that if rap- 
ine and murder will at any rate be con- 
tinued, you are warranted in hecoming 
the despoilers and the murderers 
yourselves? Is this to be a terror to. 
evil doers ? 1s this to cleanse yourselves 
all filthiness of the flesh and spir- 


“it 2 Is this to perfect holiness in the fear 


of God? ]s this to abstain from all ap- 
pearance of evil? Is this to have the 
answer of a good conscience towards God? 
Is it not practically to aver to the 
Most High-~The laws, O God, which 
Thou hast promulgated for the ad- 
ministration of Saag own world, are 
inadequate to their se. That 
which’ Thou comman a we discov- 
er to be in many instances detriment- 
al. That which Thou prohibitest, we 
perceive to be in many cases necessa- 
ry. Forgive, approve, reward us, for 
introducing, as occasion requires, the 
needful alterations and exceptions. 
Do you start at the thoughts of such 
language? Speak it not. by your 
deeds. Obey the precepts of your 
God ; and leave consequences in his 
hands. Distrust not histruth. Dare 
to confide in his omnipotence. Be- 
lieve that it is righteousness which ex- 
alteth a nation: that gin is a prone 
to any people: that nations shall be 
punished for their iniquities, In un- 
feigned humility ; in constant prayer ; 
in watchfulnesss against transgres- 
sion; not slothful in business, but fer- 
vent in spirit, serving the Lord; hope 
for the divine blessing on your coun- 
sels and exertions through that ador- 
able Mediator, by whom all blessin 
are dispensed to man. Look to the 
day of account before his tribunal. 
Think that betimes, which you will 
think at last, Judge all things now 
by the standard by which you are ta 
be judged. If you may not save your 
country, forfeit not the salvation of 
your soul.” Ch. Qb, 
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Memwir of Mrs. Hannah Hodge, whe 
died in Philadelphia, Dec. 17th, 
1805, in the 85th year of her age. 

(From the Assembly’s Magazine.) 

Or the subject of this memoir it 
may be said without exaggeration, 
that, for more than half a century, 
she had deserved the appellation of 




















246 Mrs. Hannah Hodge. 


a “* mother in Israel.” The circum- 
stances of her early life were, likewise, 
closely interwoven with the most re- 
markable occurrences which attended 
the great revival of religion in Phila- 
delphia, in common with many other 
places, through the instramentality of 
the Rev. George Whitefield. For 
these reasons itis believed, that a bi- 
ographical sketch, somewhat more 
ample than usual, of this truly excel- 
jent and remarkable woman, may not 
be devoid either of instruction or en- 
tertainment to the readers of the mag- 
azine. 

Mrs. Hannah Hodge was born in 
Philadelphia, in January, 1721. Her 
father’s name was John Harkum: he 
was by descent an Englishman, and by 
occupation a tobacconist. Her moth- 
er, whose maiden name was Doe, or 
Doz, was a descendant of a French 
protestant, who fled his country on ac- 
count of his religion, in consequence 
of the revocation of the edict of Nantz 
by Lewis the 14th, a. pv. 1685. This 
family of Doz, with other French Pro- 
testants, were principally instrumental 
in erecting the first Presbyterian 
church inthe city of Philadelphia. As- 
sociating with a few English and Irish, 
whose sentiments they found substan- 
tially the same with their own, they 
built a small wooden house for public 
worship, where the firstjPresbyterian 
church now stands. Of this church the 
Rey. Jedidiah Andrews, a Congrega- 
tional minister from New-Engiand, was 
called to be the first pastor. His un- 
yielding attachment to certain meas- 
ures, which he judged to be impor- 
tant in organizing the congregation 
and settling its government and wor- 
ship, dismembered it of several per- 
sons who had been most active in its 
formation, and who from that time 
joined the Episcopal church. Amon 
these was the maternal grandfather of 
Mrs. Hodge. Her own father and 
mother, however, remained in connex- 
ion with the congregation of Mr. An- 
drews, and under his ministry she was 
born, and hved to the age of about 
eighteen vears, From her childhood 
she was disposed to a degree of seri- 
ous thoughtfulness, and was a constant 
attendant on public worship, But it 
was her settled opinion, in after life, 
that she was totally unacquainted with 
vital piety, while she remained under 
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the pastoral care of Mr. Andrews. 
By him, notwithstanding, she was pre- 
suaded to join in the communion of hig 
church, of which she was a member 
fortwo or three years. 

When Mr. Whitefield first visited 
America, she was deeply aflected by 
his preaching, on which she assidu- 
ously attended. She has often told 
her friends, that after the first sermon 
which she heard him preach, she was 
ready to say with the womanof Sama- 
ria, ** Come see a man who told me 
all things that ever I did.” The 
preacher, she said, had so exactly de- 
scribed all the secret workings of her 
heart, her views, her wishes, her 
thoughts, her imaginations, and her 
exercises, that she really believed he 
was either more than mortal, or else 
that he was supernaturally assisted to 
know herheart. So ignorant was she 
then, of what she well understood af- 
terwards, that all corrupted human 
heafs are much alike; and that he 
who can paint one, justly and in lively 
colours, may present a picture which 
many will recognize as their own. 

The effects preduced in Philadel- 
phia, at this time, by the preaching of 
Mr. Whitefield, were truly astonish- 
ing. Numbers of almost all religious 
denominations, and many who had ne 
connexion with any denomination, 
were brought to inquire with the ut- 
most earnestness, what they should do 
to be saved. Such was the engaged- 
nessof multitudes to listen to spiritu- 
al instruction, that there was public 
worship, regularly, twice a day, forthe 
space of a year, and on the Lord’s 
day it was celebrated generally thrice, 
and frequently four times. An aged 
man, deeply interested in the scenes 
which then were witnessed, and who 
is still living, has informed the writer, 
that the city (not then probably a third 
as large as it now is) contained twen- 
ty-six societies for social prayer and 
religious conference; and probably 
there were others not known to him. 
So great was the zeal and enthusiasm 
to hear Mr. Whitefield preach, that 
many from the city followed him on 
foot to Chester, to Abingdon, to Nesh- 
aminy, and some even to New-Bruns- 
wick, in New-Jersey, the distance of 
sixty miles. She, the narrative of 





whose early life has led to the notice of 
these circums tances, gave the writer 
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a particular account of an excursion 


of twenty miles, which she made. to, 


Neshaminy on foot, to attend. a_reli. 
gious meeting there, But so far was 
she from applauding herself forat, that 
she condemned both herself and oth 
ers, as chargeable with impfudence 
and extravagance. She said, that in 
these excursions, the youth of both 
sexes were ofien exposed to, danger 
and temptation, and’ that the best 
apology which could be made forthem 


was, that they were both young and. 


ignorant, and that they had wanted ei- 
ther the opportunity or the inclination 
to hear faithful. preaching, till their 
attention had been engaged’ by Mr. 
Whitefield. She used, indeed, often 
to remark, that the general ignorance 
of real piety and experimental reéli- 
gion was, at that time, truly surprising. 
After the first_impressions made by 
Mr. Whitefield, four or five godly wo- 
men inthe city, were the principal 
counsellors to whom awakenedand in- 
quiring sinners used to resort, or could 
resort, for advice and direction: Even 
the public preaching of ministers of 
the gospel, some who were no doubt 
practically acquainted with religion, 
was not, it would seem, always the 
most seasonable and judicious. Mr. 
Rowland, a truly pious and eloquent 
man, being invited to preach in the 
Baptist church, proclaimed the ter- 
rors of the divinelaw with such ener- 
gy, tothose whose souls were already 
sinking under them, that. not a few 
fainted away. On this occasion, how- 
ever, his error was publicly corrected 
by the Rev. Gilbert Tennent, who, 
standing at the foot of the pulpit, and 
seeing the effect produced on the as- 
sembly, interrupted and arrested the 
preacher by this address: ‘* Brother 
Rowland, is there no balm in Gilead, 
is there no physician there?” Mr, 
Rowland, on this, changed immediate- 
ly the tenor of his address, and sought 
to direct to the Saviour, those who 
were overwhelmed with a sense of 
their guilt. But, before this had tak- 
en place, the subject of the present 
memoir had been carried out of the 
church, ina swoon, which lasted for a 
considerable time. 

It has not been ascertained how long 
her mind remained subject to legal 
terror, without any measure of the 
comfortable hope of the gospel. Her 
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exercises, however, are well known to 
have been of a yery violent and dis- 
tressing. kind. Atone time she was 
brought near to the: borders of despair, 
insomuch that she even refused to lis- 
ten to the counsel of Mr. Ténnent, 
or even to suffer him to pray with her, 


under an apprehension that it would 
but aggravate her future condemna- 


tion. In .this state of mind she was 
visited by the Rev. Dr. Finley, who 
prudently waved a direct discussion of 
her case, but gradually and insensibly 


“drew her atténtion to the ‘all-sufh- 


ciency of ‘the ‘Saviour: ‘ And who 
knows,” said hé ** but there’ may be 


' mercy <and’pardon’ there ‘for you ?” 


He then left’ her. © But the words 


«who knows bat there may be mercy 


for you,” “melted her soul. They 
seemed to’chime in her ears after he 
was gone. *! She fell upon her knees, 
and poured out her heart before God 
in secret; and:she was enabled so to 
trust her soul into the Saviour’s hands 
as toderive some hope of the divine 
acceptance, anda measure of consola- 
tion, from thattime. She experienc- 
ed, however, anumber of fluctuations, 
before she gained any thing like an 
established peace of mind. 

It was at this period, that she, with 
a number of others, endured persecu- 
tion for conscience’ sake, and were 
even, excluded from their parents’ 
houses, for considering and treating 
the salvation of their souls as the one 
thing needful. The subject of this 
narrative, during the time of her ban- 
ishment from her home,- supported 
herself by herneedle. She had a sis- 
ter who was similarly circumstanced 
with herself. They rented a room, 
and lived comfortably and reputably 
on the fruits of their own industry, 
and before their father’s death, they 
had the happiness of seeing him fully 
reconciled to them, and of hearing 
him express his regret for the severity 
with which he had treated them. 

In 1743 a church was formed by Mr. 
Gilbert Tennent, out of those who 
were denominated the followers and 
converts of Mr» Whitefield. No less 
than 140 individuals were received 
at first, after a strict examination, as 
members of this newly constituted 
church. The admission of a large 
number more was delayed, only be- 
eause their exercises and spiritual 
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state had not yct attained such matu- 
rity as to afford satisfaction to them- 
selves, or to the officers of the church. 
But among those received on the first 
examination was the eminent Chris- 
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years, one of the brightest ornaments 
and most useful members of the 
church with which she now became 
connected. [To be continued.] 


Died in London, on the 13th Sept. 


tian, whose story is here recorded, and 
The Right Hon. Charles Fox, Esq. 


who was to be, for more than sixty 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Memoirs of President Davies, in continuation, were received too late for 
this number. ‘ ee 

J.C. will perceive that we have promptly complied with his request. Our 
pages are open to candid and useful discussions. 

‘T'uropxitus has very happily exhibited the perfection of Christ’s example ; 
and proved from that example the divinity of the gospel. This respected 
Correspondent is requested to.add another number, presenting the proof of 
Christ's true divinity, which may be fairly deduced from the perfection of his 
moral character. This is a topic of argument to which several excellent wri- 
ters have referred, but which none have exhausted. 

T. on Infidelity, is in type for the next number. 

The acknowledgements to Satv1ay, made in several former numbers of the 
Panoplist, render ourpresent apclogy difficult. It must be perceived by intelli- 

nt readers, who have noticed past intimations to Salvian, amd our delaying 
to publish his communication, that the expediency of its publication was not 
obvious. The Editors, after deliberately weighing the subject, have to re- 
quest their ingenious and esteemed correspondent to excuse them, if they 
now express their full persuasion that the interest of the Panoplist forbids the 
admission of metaphysical discussion. Aware of ae on this ground, the 
Editors, with some hesitancy, admitted the 5th letter of Constrawns, entire, 
and subjoined a noteto guard against improperinferences. The well written 
performance of Salvian would probably call from Constans a laboured and 
minute reply ; and there doubtless would be a wish on both sides to extend 
the controversy to an unprofitable length. Our readers expect to find in the 
Panoplist, the great principles of evangelical truth stated and defended in the 

lainest and most intelligible manner ; and were metaphysical communications 
introduced, they would justly charge us with a departure from our professed 
original design. The public, we hope, will do us the justice to believe, that 
this resolution is adopted, not because we wish to discountenance the most 
free and thorough discussion ; but because we apprehend, that the introduc- 
tion of this controversy would not tend to the accomplishment of our prime 
objects, which are the elucidation and defence of the peculiar doctrines of the 
gospel, andthe consequent advancement of Christian piety and morality. 

Our correspondent, who handed us the communication concerning Bowdoin 
College, is informed that it did not contain the Address of the President, and 
is therefore omitted. | 

We received two reviews from different hands, of Dr. Nott’s Sermon. 
Though we have adopted neither entire, we hope both will be satisfied. 

Le1cuTown is received. We thank him for his seasonable communication. 

We have added a ha/f-sheet to this number, and omitted several reviews, 
to give room for interesting intelligence. 

*,* The addition to our list of more than sixty new subscribers, during the 
last month, animates us to pursue our arduous labours, with increased alac- 
tity and zeal. 

GF, The profits arising from the sales of the first volume of the Panoplist, and 
the uses to which they have been appropriated, will be announced in the next 
er succeeding number of this work. 
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